Eire's Picture of Future

Clouded by

Uneasiness

Jack Calder, Interned Canadiar;. Wrife_s

of Problems

Eirc. uncasy about the future and
eommutted to & policy of economic
as well as political independence.
remembers  “past  troubles” and
points to them in any discussion of
her present neutrality. Flying Of
fruer Jack Calder. former Canadian
Press Staif Wruer, now nterned
rear Dublin. here suggests that this
arrude dlustrates a postwar prob-
lem thar wil have to be met mn
buldig a new world structure: the
probiem of indwidual skepticism.

By JACK CALDER
{Copyright, 1843, hy The Canadian |
Press)

British Internment Camp, The
Curragh, Eire, June 11 (CP). — Un-
easiness clouds Eire's picture of a
future motivated by the princlples
of increasing nationalism and inde-
pendence.

James M. Dillon. the Govern-
ment’s chief critic in the Dall, has
called Fianna Fail's  policy of]
cconomic!
selt suffis
ciency f[or
Eire “guicid-
al.” The issue
is not so cul-
and-dried as
that, but the
thinking
Irishman is
worried today
about his
place in the
postwar
world. T he
¥ B cattle - breed-

er is worrled,
dack Calder. for instance,
about whether he will be enabled
to cell his cattle in the British mar-

ket as cheaply as the Canadian
breeder. Farmers in the Curragh
dicirict have admitted to me:

*Sure, the Canadians will say they
eam~s into the war and we didn't,
8o they shouid be able to place their
eattie in Liverpool mote cheaply
than we can” :

The fact remains that many of
the biggest farm-owners in lreland
are Biitish Army officers who have
left neutral Eire to join the fight.
Other< who fought for us in the
i<t war rematn thoroughly sympa-
thet:c 10 the Allied cause and alert
ta the benefits of enthusiastic Em-
pire economic co-operation.

The farmers recall that during
the “economic war” with England,
they couid pay a big impost and
£:.i] make more money by selling
eattie to British buyers than to Ger-
man. An Irish friend of mine ships
something hke 1,000 cattle to Great
Britain evrry week now.

The labor man wonders when he
wiil feel the full impact of the!
struggle And even now complains
that wagés have failed to keep
pace with rising prices. He knows
that when the war ends the great
ma;onty of wartime emigrants will
flock back from Britain, glutting
the iabor market. He knows that
the beiligerents, bhattered and bled,
wi.i want most of the raw materials
that  could keep FEire's factory
wheele running. Whereas North
American production may take two
vears :n regain normalcy. Ireland
may s1ii] be waiting after that time
for the tools and jigs to modernize
the piunts which have sprung up
under Fianna Fail's program of in-’
dustrialization.

Property-Buying Feared.

Dan Breen, after discussing his
buliet-garnished fight for Irish
freedom. told me of his fears that
war profiteers {rom other countries
might attempt to buy up consider-
able Irish property to escape heavy
taxes at home. He will urge upon
the Dail a plan for appropriation of
2!l property bought by outside in-
terests during the war. These are
signs of the uneasiness which still
ts smothered by the demand for
complete nationhood.

Today Etre 1s belter fed and bet-
ter clothed than any other neutral,
nation i Kurope. Whereas bread,
milk and butter are rationed in
other countries, Eire has plenty and
sulfers only slightly {rom problems
of distribution. The Government's
well-devised campaign for extended
growing has borne good effect.
The severe tea and petrol rationing
causes more grumbling than any-
th:ng clse.

Recently it was announced that
a shipment of Canadian oats had
arrived in the country and news-
papers from Canada carried reports
that Eire was active in the wheat
market there. Even Spanish or-
anges have arrived to vary the re-
stricted diet.

Sean Lemanss, Minister for Sup-
phies, warned the other day to pre-
pare for a decterioration of sup-
plies. in employment and in general
conditions.

Remittances  from the  United
States, once a major Hem in the
upkeep of the Irish home, have been
replaced by soldiers' allowances and
postal orders from lIrish workmen
In Great Britain. Race track at-
tendance and betting has increased.

Impressions of Writer. .
My own impression of postwar
difficulties, after more than a ycar
in Eire, has been heightened by
taiking to the Irish. Our biggest
probiem in devising & new world
structure will be to smooth individ-
ua! cynwersm and skepticism.
“Atlantic  Charter?” an  Irish
1aborer said 10 me. “Why, the last
war was sunpposed to he fought for
¢mall nations. But all this small
nat.on ant out of it was more re-
pre<sion snd then partition. Our

Incident to Postwar

Order

boys fought beside John Bull in the
last show and then came home to
fight against ‘him here. We're
realists in Ireland. This is just
another war for balance of power.”

Everywhere is heard the cry
“partition® Yet Premier Andrews
has told Orangemen in Northern
Ireland: “In Great Britain, through-
out the Empire and in America,
those who some years ago were
very doubtful friends are now with
us heart and soul, because it is now
yca]ized that we have done right
in preserving this part of the king-
dom from falling into an all-Ireland
republic.”

Eire's army—{fighting fit, trained
to modern methods but insufficient-
ly equipped with first-line weapons
—stands ready to oppose “any in-
vader.” My brothers, who oddly
enough have been able to come here
on leave from the Canadian Army,
have remarked on the morale,
physique and pride in uniform .of
the battalions on the Curragh.
Grazing Lands Yield Wheat.

Another growing season has come
to Eire and what was once the
world’s finest grazing land has been
converted, in man‘y instances, to
wheat flelds. '

Eire remembers past troubles and
asks “to be let alone” We in.
ternees, in our bitter moments,
criticize the country for thinking
too much of the past, too much of
the war as England’s war when
England's power comprises only a
prpporuon of the Allied effort. Our
critics here say that 700 years of
what Ireland went through cannot
be forgotten in 20.

They raise their eyebrows a little
when young men talk of a “New
Imperialism” and express willing-
ness to risk their lives in a cause
that embraces British Imperialism.
It's all very complicated.
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Irish Lanqua

ge Tuition

Faces Difficulty in Eire

Adoption of Words Necessary to Translate

Science Terminology:

By JACK CALDER

Copyright, 1848, by The Cansdian
Press

British Internment Camp, The
Curragh, Eire, June 13 (CP).— My
friend the Dublin professor swépt
through an examination paper with
a red pencil, marked it savagely
with a zero and flung it at me.

“There,” he said. “Look at inat.
Here's a student who knows Greek
and who knows the Irish language.
Yet he has tried to translate Greek
tnto Irish by translating it into Eng-
Hsh first, and he's made a mess of
jt. I'm afraid we've gone away
overboard in this business of re-
viving the Gaelic.”

I met the professor, who had
eome down to the country to mark
examination papers, while I was on
parole {rom the British internment
camp. He was one of the most in-
teresting of the many interesting
Irishmen with whom I have dis-
eussed Eire's neutrality, Irish na-
tionalism and religion in Ireland.

Of the Fianna Fail Government's
policies the cne most frequently
discussed in evervdey conversafion
¥ the emphasis on the teaching of
the Gaelic tongue. It meets with
spproval, bul it is natural that
mary ppoplr. having been educated
in English, don't want to start to
learn another language at the age
ef 0 or 40. Many young people
with careers ahead feel that a
xreater concentration on English
would heip them in the postwar
world.

Revival Gains Strength.
To become modern the Irish
language must adopt words to

translate the terminology of mod-
ern science, mathematics and busi-
ness practice. The teaching of Irish
in the school!s means that less time
may be devoted to subjects which
w-.i! enable the young Irishman to

Revival Gains Strength

engage in world affairs after the
war.

Yet the Gaelic League and the
Irish revival in general are gaining
strength rapidly, and more and
more the little gilt circle—worn on
the coat lapel and designating ad-
herence to the movement—is mak.
ing its appearance. Civil service
examinalions require a knowledge
of the language.

Members of the Gaelic League
are not allowed to participate in, or
even watch, “foreign” games or to
indulge in “foreign” dances. The
policy is uncompromising.

These are signs of the national
movement, reviving the customs
and the tongue of T00 years ago
and kept alive by an ardent few
until now. Others are to be found
in the severity of the book and mo-
tion plcture censorship.

Not long ago I read that 5,000
persons had been -unable to gain
admittance to a Roman Catholic
priest’s lecture in Dublin on the
significance and moral issues of
“Gone With the Wind.” The fnterest
in this and other such activities
prompied me to look up E. P,
O'Kecfe, a leader in the Catholic
laymen’s organization which spon-
sored the lecture.

“Many men have fought and many
have died or gone to jail for the
principle of Irish Nationalism,” he
told me. “We have sought and earn.
ed the right to worship and to
educate our young people as we
please. We are going to struggle to
maintain the Church’s ideas, no
matter what the attitude of the out-
side world.

“Through books and moving ple-
tures, there is a chance for an
overwhelming infiltration of false
notions. We know that we must
stay up-to-date but at the same time
we must guard our heritage, which
. has endured through hundreds of
lycars of British and Protestant
i domination.”

;Troug)les Just Starting.

I expressed the view that, with
air travel from America reduced té
five or six hours after the war, Eire
must absorb ldeas from abroad in
a shrinking world—undesirable as
some might be. A national move-
ment was a reaction to the trend
of internationalism.

“Yes, our troubles are just start-
ing.,” he agreed. Then, like so many
others have done, he told me of his
imprisonment by the British and of
his escape by tunnelling.

The defenders of the Irish idea
admit that, next to Premier. De
Valera;, the Church has béen thelr
greatest spokesman gnd. gulde in
the recent history of the long
struggle. .

“Indeed,” one sald to me, “Car-
dinal McRory is the leudest pro-
ponent of the cause for uniting
the whole of Ireland.”

At the same time, in the Church
of Ireland (Anglican), we internees
may pray with the rest of the
cengregation for the Royal Famlly
and for the fighting men of the
Emplre. The Irishman prides him-
sclt on his tolerance.

To the outsider, the growth and
development of the Irish theatre
is important, The steady rise In
the standard ot all Irish literature
has been only slightly behind,

Score Stage Su

The quality of stage entertaln-
ment in half a dozen theatres of
Dublin, with a population consider-
ably less than Toronto's, competes
favorably with that in New York
pleyhouses. The Abbey arfd Gate
Theatres in Dublin have produced

some of the foremost actors and
actresses of our time.

Recontly Synge's “The Playboy of
the Western World” was acclaimed
on the occasion of fts revival In
Dublin. When It was staged there
first, early in the century, it was
hooted. 1 asked Sir John Maffey,
the United Kingdom representative
to Eire, for his interpretation of

‘the change in attitude.

“When the play first came out,
the Irish thought they were heing
lampooned,” he sald. “Things have
changed, and, because “The Plavboy’
was written by an Irishman about
Irish people, the playgoers now feel
they can laugh at the portrayal, de-
spite the exaggerations and improb-.
ablilities.” ‘

There may lie the greatest hope
for Ireland—the ability of the Irish-
man to step gally ahead when he
doesn't feel that some one is gaz-
ing critically over his shoulder or
trying to step on him or mock
him.

e ]



Eire Lawmakers Remind
Visitor of Queen’s-Park

Quips Mark Debate

on Issue of General

Election — Senate Discusses Book Censorship

By JACK CALDER

Former Cansdian Press Staff Writer
of Goderich, Ont.
(Coprright, 1843, by Tho Casagian Prus)

British Internment Camp, the
Curragh, Eire, June 14 (CP).—One
impression I couldn't get out of my
mind, as I sat in the press gallery
and watched the Dail Eireann in
action, was the resemblance to the
Ontario Legislature.

The benches of Southern Ire-
land's Parliament were arranged
in the same horseshoe effect, the:
same formality was present and the
House lookad to Premler de Valera
for guidance just the way the Pro-
vincial Legislature at home used
to cast questioning glances at Hon.,
'G. Howatd Ferguson or Hon. Mit-
chell Hepburn, Come to think of it
the two Houses make laws for just
about the same number of people
—~something under 3,000,000.

Under debate was the mitter of
the advisability of a general elec-
tion—a scrious matter for ncutral
Eire with the greatest war in his.
tory on her doorstep. But as many,
quips were mixed with the cross-.
fire between Government and Op-
position benches as I had heard;
mingled in the debates on the fu.
ture of.the Dionne quintuplets. The
language was the same.

Mr. de Valera dismissed the last
query from the Labor benches and
turned to his Finance Minister,
Sean T. O'Kelly, with a wan smlle.
Suddenly the House rose. One morte
sitting and the members would go
back to their homes.

My Dublin newspaper friend
sald: “Come on. Let's go down to
the Senate and listen to the debate
on book censorship. They've been
at it for days.”

Visit to the Senate. )

We hurried through the Jobbies,
crowded with rings of members and
constituents like those who used to
cluster in the corridors of Queen's
Park, Toronto. The upper House
was struggling over the banning of
the book “The Tailor and Anstey.”
Men who had seen three generations
of the world's struggles were trying
to decide whether the author’s in-
tent was to burlesque the Irish or
was just plaln immoral.

Some one brought an evening
paper* into the press gallery and
handed it to me, The main head-
tines told of morc thousands of
Gerrmans slain on the Russian front
and of the current Dublin murder
irial. A grey-haired Senator who
had been knighted by the King of
England swung the debate to the
banning of another book — wholly

unjustitied In his vlcw.« He bezan
to quote.

In the visitors' gallery across the
House I recognized a “duration
Irlshman”—one of those people who
have found a convenlent stopping
place in neutral Elre—away from
it all.

“Like a drink?" a newspaperman
asked me.

“Sure,” I sald.

"We walked from the Dail, past the
huge green statue of Queen Vic-
toria, through the heavily guarded
gates, out into the sireet, and final-
ly around the corner into Dublin’s
“Press Bar.” Many of the mighty
men of everyday Irish letters were
there.

They wanted to know what 1
thought of the war; how the Rus-
slans and British would get on after
the war; what it was like to fly
over Germany in a bombing plane.
They asked the same questions as
other Irishmen -— though a little
more loflily — and they drank Irish
whiskey or stout like the best of
them,

Talk of Irish Politics,

I felt easter when the talk swung
to Irish politics and conditions in
the country since the war's start.
But—though it will always be an
event to converse with newspaper-
men in any country—~I dign't feel
really easy until I hurried away to
a dinner engagement. It had been
one of the oddest interludes In my
experlences since I was interned in
Eire, after parachuting into a bog
in County Clare in October, 1941

A military internee whose tem-
porary home was bechind barbed
wire, T had entered the Houses of
Parliament of the country that had
tmprisoned me. 1 had sworn to re-
turn to the British {internment
camp, 30 miles away. by one o'clock
the following morning. If I should
go in the opposite direction and
cross the border into the belliger-
ent, territory of Northern Ireland,
70 miles away, the British Govern-
ment would send me back under
the terms of my parole.

Before dinner 1 played with my
host’s children. Then we ate a meal
that would have done credit to any
peacetime table anywhere. Abun-
dant good food can be bought for a
price in Dublin, where, incidentally,
the best French restaurant in the
world of the moment is8 serving
everything from lobster and oysters
to champagne.

Some onc writing from Lisbon
the other day remarked that neu-
tral Portugal was an “ivory tower”
from which to regard the war. Well,
Eire is no fvory tower for a British
internee — even though he may
read the communiques of Allies and
Axis alike, and discuss every aspect
of the war with conversat{onalists
so apt as the Irish,

Looking Backward.

One day,qprobably, we who have
been interned here will sit down
and laugh philosophically at our
experlences in Eire, where 50 many
people wero s0 kind and neutral.
Barbed wire and padlocks will seem
(ar away then.

We shall have learned much
about human beings, for the Irish-
man is essentially a human being
who spoclalizes in  being more
human than most people. He is
sensitive about his neutrality, and
will counter a vindictive remark
with something about anti-conscrip-
tion feeling in Canada. He is
anxious to be regarded as a good
and gensrous-host no matter what
the position or the attitude of his
guest,



Miracles of Healing

New Canadian Wing of Fast Grinstead Is to Give
Maimed Best Plastic Surgery Treatment

JFle L Jack Calder,  former Helt mure like ai interested observér
Canadian Press staff writer. nou ;who had limped in than some one
an observer with the RC.AF., was iwho owed his health to the miracle
setiously injured about the face ana |workers of East Grinstead.
in one knec some time ayo in an Alds to Spade Work.

aic crash. His injuries were treated
at the plastic surgeey and jaw - I have lifted a spade to help in.a
”Hu centre of the &uecn Victoria |{feble way the grinning RCE. gn
ospital at East Gunstead, Supsex | 1Ne rapidly progressing construction
He has weitten this story nowr that ';mh I have helped the nurses heid
the cure is almost complete. down a bumptious Ontario rear
—— sunner, who has been twice the sole
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| WhESERIr ride exATing—Thousn M Ny one could help feeling the -pinit
would 1aquite 1y Larmeates the place,
A strong D A punn renson fof centring the
sgination  in- copudian wing here, besides the fact
deed to "c"‘“’ilhuv it will grow side by side with
it to “Y“‘“-i(ho best British developments in
We had £0N€ . hlastic surgery, ix the fact that the
only & W i5wn haus adopted the convalescence
yards and Ilor e, “\with scarred faces and in-
ma:vfnb:rgrz:ﬂl“!ju"d limhs as an expgcted part ot
° tevery-day life.
light when the | "'y finemas, dance halls and
"”’tf'l-" 2MOP-Y horting facilities of the town end
f;“”"‘"'"'”p‘;"':l:f(llstl'irr are thrown open lo thenu
o nur‘ right, frie the Canad'an boys can walk
whats whepe 19 Bt Gadiners recigurant and
the ('un’almh. b grented by BUHL A of the: were
e sk v anto the muinedrect cafe
- bnel Tiame §n the “old days ™
Cinrdinn patient< waith whom |
fhove tulked, pacteulaily th s with
{ucial hutns, nre unat mous in tamr
swish that they soould ne “lix~i up
& hit” befare zoing home 1o their
[riends and rriatives.

11, 18, Colder,

o be” he sad. “Canadiag wing ",
1 asked. :
- "Sure,” he said.

Then I heard for the first time of
plans for a boapital unst which wil)
bring to severely bhurned apd 1.
Jured Cansdian airmen the finest
treatment that the miracies of mod. Emnfertainers Come Weekly.
erit surgery can offer, Weekly visita of stage and screen

It is to be u wing 10 the Quern aptepiginers from  London are a
Victorial  Hospital at Eust Giine gy of the hospital prozram now:
stewd- an institution supported by yn 4y the manufscture of aircrafl
voluntary econtributions — i which patts in the industrial therapy soce
muny  men of the BRCAF. and 1, where men lenrn ta use their
RAF. already  have heen spared pund. wgam. Each week members
the tragedy of havinz 1a go through of 1he RCAF. (Women's Division),
the remainder  of dife  teribly 4y then own expense and of their
scarred or maimed, It is being ¢on- gun free wili, come from London
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this war. iporters of the new project has been
An Ohject Lesson. "A. H. Melndoe, the hospitals calel

The potential value and reasons surgeon and consultant. In plastic
for the cholce of site will not oe surgery and jaw injuries to the
obvious immediately to any one.R-AF. he tald me that, in the com-
unacquainted with some of the ad- pleieness of it~ fa::liie;, the Cana-
vances in plastic surgery achieved dian unit would have no equal in
in this war, the world.

Until  our aircraft plummeted, The 30-bed unit may never be
down through storm clouds into an: vtoinpletely filled witih Canadian ps-
English hillside lust August, I had !lirnll-. although 1t 1s to be primarie
bren almost complelely ignorant of 1y for all R.CA  cases requiring
the great advances made in surgepy, Plastic suriery of jaw trea’ment,
while to me “East Grinstead” was. Beds 1eft avaliable will be turned
metely the name of a place to which UVer 1o other war casuallies,
njured fliers were sent for pro-: The Canadian wing. its broad win-
racied treatment. 1 know better dows facing the sun sil day, will
now—now that my fractured jaws: have no ward bigger than one ace
have healed, a lncerated leg has he-' commoadating four bhed-. From s
gUn to regain its full function and;rouom a man may be whee.rd directs
he marks of 31 stitches in the !ncﬂ’ly outside in hi» bed when the sun
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In the wecks since that ride in! Most of the Isssons learned in
t wheelchair—which gave way (o] jlastic surgery elsswhere —-uch as
rutches, then o canes and finally{1he use of the most suitable floors
o no artificial support at all— Iliing and wallboarding—wiil be care
1ave had ample opportunity ofrird out in the Canadian wing,
vatching the achievement of mir-! Burns will be treated by the recoge
icles in East Grinstead and the hized saline bath meéthod, in which
onstruction of Canada’s Wing by medical attendants of thr RCA.F,
| company of Royal Canadian En-/have long heen recciving instrucs
rineers, tions, faor the hospital's polley s

A great majority of the service-;ippnscd fo the old method of tannle
nen who have come here, many of | 4cid treatment,
hem all the way from the f{ronisi*
n the Middle East, huve returned to
ctive duty. None has gone away -
opeless.,

Before I was flown to the hospital
s Jeading surgeons were flown 300
liles to make me fit to be trans- {
erred.  After six weeks here (thell
urgeons say I am a “freak” pa-i{
ent, while | attribute the swiftness||:
{ the healing to the surgeons)s [
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