Across the River to Freedom:
FEarly Black History in Sandwich, Ontario
Curriculum Materials
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¢ Historical Plaque Analysis

e Grades: 5-12
e Duration: 1 class
¢ Learning Objectives
¢ Students will:
* examine and analyze historical plaques and their role in sharing and
preserving Black history.
e Materials
¢ Sandwich Arch Heritage Plaque Handout - Caroline Quarlls Watkins and Allen
Watkins
* FPederal Heritage Plaque Handout - Mary and Henry Bibb
¢ Federal Heritage Plaque Handout - Thornton and Lucie Blackburn
e Graphic Organizer Handout

PONT INTERNATIONAL

GORDIE
HOWE

INTERNATIONAL BRIDGE

BLACK HISTORICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY gg University
8J otWindsor

The materials have an CC Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 2.5 Canada (CC BY-NC-ND 2.5 CA).



Historical Plaque #1

Caroline Quarlls Watkins and Allen Watkins

Caroline Quarlls was born in St. Louis, Missouri in 1826. Her mother
was ‘Maria, an‘enslaved woman of mixed race and her father was
Robert Prior Quarles, son of Dr. Robert Quarles, a Revolutionary War
patriot. She was.owned by her grandfather at birth. On July 4, 1843,
Caroline escaped to freedom using the network known as the
Underground Railroad. She started her journey by purchasing a ticket
on a Mississippi River steamboat and passing into the passenger
ranks, Ske travelled alone by ferry to Illinois, and then by stagecoach
to Milwaukee. In Wisconsin, she was aided by locals, and entrusted

to Lymar. Goodnow for the end of the journey to Detroit, and finally
Sandwich. She was under constant threzt of capture during her
thousand mile journey and was pursued by slave catchers through
Illinois, Wisconsin, and Indiana, and finally to Detroit as she was
rowed across the river by local abolitionist William Lambert. In
Detroit, on November 22, 1844, Caroline married widower Allen
Watkins. He had also sought freedom and escaped out of Kentucky

with three young children, using the Sandusky Underground Railroad
network line across Lake Erie. He arrived in Colchester in 1838. The

couple had six children and the former Lot Street in Sandwich was
renamed Watkins Street in 1963,




MARY AND HENRY BIBB

Arriving as refugees from enslavement
in the United States, Mary and Henry
Bibb fought all their lives to improve
the well-being of the African Canadian
community. A year after they settled
in Sandwich in 1850, they founded a
militant abolitionist newspaper, Voice of
the Fugitive. Facing discrimination in the
public school system, they established
their own schools to improve the
education of Black children and
adults. These achievements and their
involvement in the organization of the
North American Convention of Colored
Freemen in 1851 made the Bibbs one of
the colony’s most influential couples of

African descent.

'*' Historic Sites and  Commission des lieux et
Monuments Board monuments historiques

of Canada du Canada

Historical Plaque #2

MARY ET HENRY BIBB

Réfugiés de esclavage aux Etats-Unis,
Mary et Henry Bibb ont lutté toute leur
vie pour le mieux-étre de la communauté
afro-canadienne. Etablis 3 Sandwich en
1850, ils fondérent, I'année suivante, le
journal abolitionniste Voice of the Fugitive.
Devant la discrimination dans le systéme
d’instruction publique, ils créérent
leurs propres écoles en vue d’améliorer
I’éducation des enfants et des adultes
de leur communauté. Ces réalisations,
de méme que leur implication dans
l'organisation de la North American
Convention of Colored Freemen de
1851, font des Bibb 1'tin des couples
d’ascendance africaine les plus influents
dela colonie.
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Historical Plaque #3
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Historical Plaque Analysis

Who is being | Why are they | What is the main How are the Where is this historical
remembered? being message of the individuals plaque located?
remembered? | historical plaque? connected to
Sandwich?
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Plaque #1
Historical
Plaque #2
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