The Great Animal Race

Story Adapted by: Samantha Di Fazio,
Hailun Ma, Li Ji & Sandra Raffoul



A long time ago, there was a Jade Emperor. The Jade Emperor wanted to select 12 animals to be his guards.
He sent a messenger to all the lands and said, "The first 12 animals who go through the heavenly gate will be
his loyal guards.”




Best friends, the rat and the cat heard this news and were delighted. They planned that the day of the race the
two animals would run the race together. The cat reminded the rat to wake her up since she has a bad habit of
sleeping in.




The next day, the animals set off to cross the heavenly gate. The rat got up very early. Cunningly, he wanted to
be the first animal to cross the gate. So, the rat left his sleeping friend the cat, fast asleep and set off to win the
race.




On the way to the gate, the rat came across a river that had a strong current. The rat knew that if he tried to
swim across the river by himself, he would drown because he is too small. The rat waited. Just like the rat, the
ox got up very early to run the race. When the ox came across the river, he saw the rat. The ox knew he was big
and strong and that no water could hurt him, so the ox made his way across the river easily.




Quick-thinking, the rat jumped on the ox's back to help him cross the river. The diligent ox did not mind and let
the rat stay on his back.




After crossing the river, the ox raced towards the gate of the Jade Emperor. When the ox is about to meet the
finish line; suddenly, the rat jumped out from the ox’s back and dashed to the feet of the Jade emperor. So, the
rat won first place and the ox came in second.




Next came the competitive tiger and the fast rabbit. The tiger and the rabbit were both very fast and very
competitive, but the tiger was faster because the tiger was able to make it across the river no problem.




While the rabbit had to cross the river by hopping on steppingstones. The tiger made it to the Jade Emperor the
fastest claiming the third spot and the rabbit followed shortly claiming the fourth.




Next came the beautiful dragon and then the crafty snakes. The dragon flew through the race. When he arrived
at the feet of the Jade Emperor, the emperor noticed how beautiful the dragon was. Overcome by his looks he
gave the dragon the fifth rank.




He then told the dragon that he would give his child the sixth rank. But Dragon did not bring his son. Close to
the finish line the crafty snake heard this conversation. The snake then raced, forward to tell the emperor that he
was the son of the dragon and the dragon was his adoptive father. The snake then ranked sixth.




Shortly after both the horse and the goat arrived at the same time. The horse was kind and said that the goat
arrived first and the goat was modest saying that the horse arrived before him. Seeing how polite each animal
was to one another, the emperor ranked the horse seventh and the goat eight.




The monkey who had started the race early on had fallen behind because he spent his time jumping between
trees and stones.




The rooster was about to cross the river when he saw the monkey. The rooster suggested that they build a raft
and help each other across the river. The monkey listened and the two crossed the river together on the raft. The
monkey swung to the Emperor stealing the ninth place, and the rooster followed shortly as the tenth animal.




Following after were the dog and the pig. The two animals were too small to cross the river, so they had to wait
for the stream to calm down before they were finally able to cross the stream and make it to the Emperor.




The playful dog was more interested in spending his time splashing about in the river, instead of running the
race. After having his fun, the dog finally crossed the gate and took 11th place.




The pig got a bit hungry during the race. He made sure to stop for food and became sleepy and dozed off. The
pig managed to make his way to the gate sealing the 12th place.




As for the cat, the cat finally woke up and realized that she had slept in and that the rat did not wake her up. The
cat ran as quickly as she could to the jade emperor to find out that all his guards had been chosen and that the rat
had won the first spot. angry at the rat, the cat and rat lost their friendship. The two never made up and to this
day the cat is still angry at the rat.
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