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Perhape he created byobu for himself out of that world where the i
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eyelorana (ot to mention oineraza), and the mobile

bave established FPerhaps 1t was only natural for

bim to have found such a format with his highly flexible and
7 fluent style of art.

But from the Jopanese point of view, from

within the traditicr

it 1s stertling and refreshing, showing us

Ppossibilities within our own world that we hadn't imagined,
heretofore, existed.

In ony event, the folding screen has at

once beceme = new painting ground, a ground that can

before cur e

and transforn our view of what & painting may be
n terms of that view.

Teruo Ueno

Professor of Aesthetics, =nd Critic (k)
Kyoto University, Kyoto , Japan.

owner, and
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cia n
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Tain Baxter

A New View of the Japanese Folding Screen

Tain Baxter, from Canada,

in his late twenties

studied at the University of Idaho.

In 1961 he

eince then also.

Jap
Tokyo

man_shows
in the Nikakai group show in

show at the Yamada Gallery in Kyoto where the re-
viewer first saw his worke

Baxter's work , at first sight, struck me as being almost too

sure and too forceful for his years, and at the same time rather

vague in its intentions. Nonetheless I felt and still feel he

has & relstive freedom of expression compared to his comtemporaries

in Japan whose intentions, though gemerally much clearer, often

lack sp: and verve.

Hie use of lacquer is brilliant and fresh, though perhape the

freshness in the feeling of fre

movement of 1ine and color

depends largely upon the fluidity of the laoquer itself. Yet

4t 18 to the artist's credit that he can so seize upon the mediun's

nature to express his own. Indeed, he 1s engrossed in and alive

o what 1s happening as he paints, so that the emotional push
Decomes a vieual component. AL this might pass as sheer auto-
matism, but, in fact , a sense of control is maintained. For
despite my original impression of vagueness, I gradually came to see
structural intentness in his careful alternations of forme in eolor
and 11ne.

As the black and white reproductions on these pag

show, forms
and lines are quite clear, olearer than the actusl paintings

themselves as I recall them and stronger, which suggests that the
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color element is less importaat to the work than at first seems

the case.

But essential, at least for us in Japan, to the impact of hie

work 1s the use he has made of the Byobu (folding screen), often

seen in Japanese homes standing at the edge of a room.

It was not, i

©ddly enough, the painting on the byobu that interested Baxter,
but the form of the byobu itself, the screen a a multiforn frame.

In Japan, you will understand, the byobu has always been used as

an architectural appurtenance. It functions as a portable partition

and the painting on it was ( and is ) essentially a decoration in

keeping with whatever its usual oceasion. The painting

has been done separately and simply mounted on the screen.

But Af you will glance at the plates of Baxter's byobu, you will

see at once how he has altered the use of it to his own sense of it.

In plate 3a you see the screen as it is customarily set in Japan.

Flate 3b, however shows a new way that at once creates a fresh

dimension for the painting on the screen. And plate 3o again,

another way, shows two panels as one with the other two panels as

hidden wings, unseen but still relating to what is seen and effecting

@ new sense of space. The possibilities suddenly are many. And

Baxter , not surprisingly, has also in mind new shapes, instead of

the vertical panel, to use as units in the folding screen.

The artist spent six months learning for himself the oraft of making

these 4ifficult paper hinged screens. The hingeing, unlike that

in the West, 1e 8o fine as to allow no break in the surface and

imnediately offers an excellent surface for the painter.

And Baxter,

@8 1t happens, worke directly on the rrepared screen.
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