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- dlichacl Chekhovw

Cetodber 11, 1938
FIRE

Jur aim today iz to do two things in the theatre.
Mre Shdanoff ig longing to gec his play on the staze, and I
an longing to sce my gtudonts on the right lovel, Cur aims
ara differont, but we must combine them. Ye will take geenen
from ir. Shdaroff's play which we have never touched boeforae.
Tha geeone ig tho ball in thu governor's houge and the revolution
outside, From my point of view, take thio as a series of
gsketoheg - not even as a rehearsal., Ve ghall try to find what
Wwa can do by direeting the play later on, but from the point
of viow of the gtudonts it will be an exorcise on fire.

in the Ball geone, the crowd is laughling, and
dancing and talking, when Verkhovenski proposog a toast to
tho governor. Aftor this there is dancing again and Verkhovene
oki and ILisa dance togother and have their dialogue. Thon
Stavrogin entoro and advences to ILisa ag the lights go out.

Tho crowd thon disappears and becomes the revolutionary crowd
around the orator.

Take this ag an exerciso for exploring and finding
what tho firo ig. The whole time the voices and noises are
merging together, making the atmosphore, Tﬁn 1.6zt geeno
ig the Revolutionary Sceno with the orator. It begins ‘

Wildly but gradually the orator gots the crowd's attention,
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‘and the light'gaes out. Then*Slim iMike sgcene, with voices

off-staze,
During tho rehearsal it is easler to get the fire,
but while you are on gtage don't lose the idea that the Tire is

necessary continuously. I[ake this offort.



