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TTHE MOTHER“s A FAIRY TALED BASED ON A TBEME BY HANS CHRISTIAN ANDZRSEN

CREATING THE FAIRY TALE PLAY

THE CHILD'S NEED3

THE ACTOR'S CONTRIBUTION

IZATH AND BIRTH

WHAT LIES BEHIND THE SURFACE IN FAIRY TALES
OUR WORK WITH FAIRY TALES AN IMPORTANT BRANCH

Dr. Rudolf Steiner OF OUR THEATER LIFE
CREATING TRE FAIRY TALS PLAY:

Tho worlk on thip falry tale will bo o 11ttlo bit ALffL-
oront fronm the worlk on other plays. We wlll olaboratoe it (o=
gother: as o group wo must oreato 1t ao a porfornances wWo nusée
drnw'dcﬂigﬁn for tho cottings and sostucag. Vo puod nppranuh_
4¢ fron tho point of viow of imagining it on tho staga. Ko
migt bBo concorned nbout overything which heg to do wlth 1% -

not only with ouy own parto.

THE CRILD'S NEEDS:

Thig will help us to undorotond anothor thing which ig
vory important. Wo will underatand thoat the group which nakexn
a performanca for childron approachog an unknown country,

But we know many thingo through Dre Stoinor's invostigation
into tho ohildfc goul end cducebion. Eeo Haﬂ given uo nany
booutiful 1doaa,

Onc of thooe ideag 4o that it 19 imponaiblic to ponc-
trate into tho childte osounl if tho actor ig without knowledgo
and oxporicnco of tho things he Lo goling Co perform. CGrownups
oan bo docclived by tricks and protengions, but tho child cannot
aocept such thingo. Therofore we have to know vory omuch aboutb

21l tho ovents and choaractors in our falry tales UWe have ¢o
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knotwr nuoh nmore than o will porforn visibly:; wo havo tq Lknotwr
cnd oxzporionco much meZs than wlll bo incorporated in the pore
fornanco.

The atnosphero about cach charactor nnd'thﬂ atnoaphero
about tho wholec play must bo gaturated with owr knowledgs gboud
guch thingos So fron tho very boginning I shall ¢oll you about
things which 11c bohind the things in tho fairy tale - thingo
which will £low o9 an aura around the perforrance; and that is
what tho childron will roclly broathe in. Without this we will
not create anything which will be digeotidle for childrens

The idea to croate falry tale plays hag bcﬂn'{n ny

‘ﬁind farﬂéver fiftcnn.yanru;'hnt uﬁly 4 thoy can bo oxcoptional

ﬁdrformnncﬂﬂ bacouce of tho atmosphoro around thon, and thio
srent'unﬁarianuud knowlodgos I our falry talo eannot bo POt
forpad with this background, thon I will not continue tho work
bacause thon it will bo 1like any other childron's porforoanco
« and that io not what tho ohild noodas

We nugt approach tho work abaolutely hunanly and
goxvioucly from tho artistlic point of views The child scop and
hoors noro than his parento think ho %o ccoing and hoaring.
Ho pecon and hocrno gonmaothing which iz tho background of hio
parento! 1ife ond movononto. The chilld scog bohind 3¢, Ofton
when %he parents are ¢rying o instruct the child, tho child
do2g not wnderptand what 1g told hiﬁ - ho hears. songthing for
hingelf, The 1ifco the child lives g not at 21l the 1lifo which

hisz parcents thinkk 49 his. Thorefors we have to Be very caroful
of what 1la t2hind the imagoa.



<508

ils Chokhov Janmuary 31, 1940

I cannot orento thlg nura eround you - you muot help
nae, In modorn cducation childrxen are ceconsidercd ap 1f thoy axro
grounapgs  Thoy are given grown-up thoughta of froodon, libore
ticg, otod  Thig ¥illo the child beenuso the child looks bohlind
thosao thingae Thiﬁ grovi-up approach hog two rogsulta, Elther
1% ropulgen the child torribly, bocauce 1% 1s like o 1lo which
the growmups gpread; and tho child bogoman torzibly unbridled,
baoomao a 1ittle rogus trying to find 1€o way out of thia
growtsup . 110 whioﬁ Ao ianposed on it, Or Tho cohlild bocones
torridbly contracted and reserved.,  When thoy boeams 1itdle |
rogues, their nogativo gido ta devoloped, (Later in hio 1lifo
the ohild mey ot bobter conditions which will holp hinm o
ovorcono tho offcoto of thomo miatalcus) | |

Tho wrooull of such dovolopmont io Chat Che young poroon
17111 accapt ovory lio, not boeauss he wanto o 1lio but bacauso
ha 741l Dacono dood o what 1o right and what 1o wrong. Thio
iying Lo the nogt killing thing for tho gooial 1ifo. Thozoforxo
our workz with folry Saleo must ba conoildored as ono of the most
inportant branchog of cur theatre 1ifo bacauss i€ ig not only
artiogtically important, but hunanly laportant.

THE AGTQRJS CONTRIBUTION:

If you mwlill givu nhildran the ponnibility tu broathe
bshinﬁ thu fnirr tnlo 1t will ba a real broath for thon. If
ﬁhﬂ child has tho food orx alr for hig ability to soo behind
thinsﬂ. thcn.hiu ﬂupar-connalnuu beginn to hrnuthu. and thig
breﬂthing'ulanc 19 nlroady samﬁthing'rhinh 13 our nnntrlbuﬁinn
to tho Gutura goctol 1ifcs IF you.undarntund it fron this
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gooial, philogsophicol point of view, thon wo will roally foeol
that 1o are doing somothing worth while. This ia tho differonce
botioon our othor porfornancos, in which wo appoar neroc ao
artiato. Thios branoch of our work tthich 1o art and somefhing
nore = thioc i our contributloen to tho futurc soclal 1life. It
is gorothing more than cducation.

In the hunoroun feiry tale tho psychology 1z just thoe
caro. Thora are algo profound truthg, but thoy will not kill
tho humor} thoy will add to it. Tho prfneiplo remaing tho camo
and, thoroforo, you nust €ry to got and dlgost cortaln trutha

which o hove to digoovor.

“THE MOTHER"

COARACTERIZATION:

Danths Thero are many different kindo of death, and
all of thon aro right bocauso 1T depondo upon waloh polnt of
viow 1o look at &6 ~ whioh sido of deoth wo oo and under which
clrcunmntancoa death appeara.s ¥We nuat not thinkk that death ig
gomathing fixod and definito., I¢ 1o just as nany-oided as any-
thing ocloe. For inaotanca, from ono point of vicw death pay eppoar
ag o cortain conposition of bonog, a skeloton = <¢hioc ic zight
and truc from a ccréuin aagpaot. Fron cnothoer agpoet it appoars
1ike o nighty angel being - <thio 13 also right. Fron another
enopoot death 4o God the Father Hipgelf -~ He hag creatod cvory-
thing, ocven deathe Ho 4o Doath hinself from o cortain high

point of vicvw.
Another inage of death ocan bo that of a wise old uan-'
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forting hond; ond this Lo tho image which wo will tako in our
fairy'ﬁnln - doath ao the sigdon of lifec., If 1Afo were to go
on indefiniteoly, it would be without rhythm, without chango.
The middon of doath 1o that 4t makes the acconto in life,

Doath 1o thn'rhythn._tﬁu wiodon of 1ifo - 4t 4o something

‘shioh rakeg tho life 1live « 1ifo nmuot to stopped in order

that ono may live egain. Therxe is nothing threatoning or bad
in thig concept of death. It 4n the transitlon to the now 1ifo
- and thic ig given in our falry talo.

Banth 4g old beocauco ho is oternnl, 01d age, for tho
ohild, 1o alwvayo gormothing like an experlenco which concg fron
far, faz awvay and ig here. For the chlld i€ 1g, as 1% WOTC,
otornity - gomothing that happenod bofore « 6 o PILOTO 6 o o
bafore « the rooults of sormsthing which i&s bohind. Thorefore,
Dooth muot bo old and wise and very clever, and naybs onilling.
That 1o the quality whiech will glvo tho childron the focling of
the futuro. If o arc ablo, 1liko ohildron, to looll bohind
wa vill got the improgsolon that 4t comos fron far avay -
fron ¢ho oternal gorzthing which hag hopponeds AT tho norment
whon Daath hocornos sly, the cohildron wlll see that thore 1lg m
fuburo, bacaucs Death knows gomothing of ¢hoe futwro, - SO wo
muagt econbinc this wice, old, and lovingly sly gentlemang thon
wa i1l shour the ohild that whon death ocomesg, 4t deocs somothing
wigely, and thon gocsu to continue the life bubt not to stop 1t.

Wo ousd maditate on thios We muect know all the slighteal nue
anceo in it and bohind 1t. An old, wige, and a 1littlo bLE
gly 3 i | SUlCoe
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The outer eppoaranco will ocomo 1f you will imagine it
Anwardly ac something which pagoes tﬁraugh-tha world and cone
duoto tho 1ife with thiz rhythns UWith thig rhythmical feoling
for the Donth, I think wo will find whot iag glven in.thu'fnir?
tale. -Whon Doath says, "I am always walking, walking over tho
corth, " he means he never ﬂtnpﬂ'vniking.“nnving. Theroforo 1%

. 4a vory inportant %o know how ho walks over the stage, how ho
nakes accenta on tho ecarth po that cach momant will bo rhythmical.
Try to oclaoborate Donth'oc feod, which may bo vory big and gofs.

Thn Geave Hnrng and tha Half-yny Housos: In tho faliry
tnlc thnrn nra dofinttoly thran worlds through which. tho . thhnr

pasgess Tho fizrat 1o our warld ag 1% 2o = tho dylng child,
the humon gorrows Then the cohild boglng Yo dio, and the ﬁothcr
aroscen tho.thrﬁﬂhuld to tho cocond world which 48 noarcot to ug,
the world bofore tho hunon bolng goto higho& into the now 1ife,
Heoo ho hao €o pubt off hio tpincn which ho uged on the ocartht
Hig body, hic othoz body ond hig third body = thon hig "I An®
s free nﬁﬂ gees into tho gorden., Thig isg the half-way ctatlion,
a9 it woro « it 1o not yot full death, and 1t is not yot the |
11fﬁ. It ig the placd ﬁhar& ue "ohango horgeg,®

.Hb oot know thiﬂ.'hﬁﬁ the child must not have this
knuuladgﬁ; I¢ would bo o great nipteke and oven dangeroun to
lmpuca Anﬁhrapnnuphy on the chlld. The child dees not nced it

banuusu thoy ars Anthrupasaphiﬂtﬂ themgolvesg, and ount be shown

tho tnrld ag 1t ioc. Bub W nust know what ig bahind things, go
that wo can give thoe chlld the »ight inmagea, the right interproe
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totlion and tho »ight situtatlong, but not knowledgo of thoco
dlfforont worlda. We must know i¢ and oroatc an aura around ug,
but not impose on the child the knowledge of theso things.. 1*
When a person dles, all the olerants come to him. Filrab
thoy talc his bodye Tae coxrth clomant conags anﬂ toars the body
to plecos - the procees of docoay, when thoe body ln"an 1tﬂ fnrn
and bagins to ‘digoppoar. A1l the chemical end phyﬂinal paﬁarn
vhioh movern tho carth teke the hard ports of the hody and tear
then to piocess Thoy cannot core in and toar thcn.baforn dcuth
Palolucsis huouuﬂn thcru aro obher powerg in'us ﬂhiln uo arce living
which kccp nll ﬁhnza thingu tagnthnx."ﬁhan thino pnuer 1o gono
and tha pnruon ﬁioﬂ. thn pracaﬂn Anpodintely boginoe Tha wmber
porwor tﬂPﬂﬂ all tho 1iquid, nn& the alz power tho alr, and tho

rarnth “ﬂdﬂﬂ tho rnrmth, nnd thoe body digappeards

~And cll thio ilo thm hulf—nay work, ‘That is why the
Grave Uonan alwoayo uorhu'with rootae Hnr bugincss is only to
toar thingu to pinoaﬂ. A1l ¢he nlumnntul baings arc concerned
i7ith thio tonring: olfa, gnanzn. nhdananﬁurﬂ. nynpha, arc all
tuarina cur badinn to piccun. Tho gnnmﬁa toar the hard poartd,

tho unﬂina tukau thn wntor frﬂn wg, tho nylphn tako tho alir,:

nnd tho ﬂnlunnnaor tho wnrnth.

The Grave VYoman rﬂprﬂcantﬂ $ho whole lot of theoco halfe-
congdiong baingn. holf=bolnge, and half-way thingo. So ow
vhyaical body dinintogrntﬁﬂ: Tho half-clovor, half=hunorous
quallity of the Grave Hoﬁsn 4g right bacause these taingo have
humoriand huvan boings ore much moro stupld than thoy aro, al-

though thoge arc lower® atanding beolingo. They hn#a a tromondout-
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1y developed intellectunl powor, end thoy are overywhoxrs in ug,
end through un, and alwnys luughing'at ug beoauso they arc @o
nuch noxro clevor than wo ore. ‘fhis ig gomchowr in the charactor
of the Grave Woman., Thoos i o oortain irony and an attonpt
to bo gomsthinge  AlLl this $o 4ruo and oxprogsive of that
which 1lies bohind hoxr. | |

So the Greemhouso and the Grave Woman ropresont tho
procesy af‘dyinéi Tho procogs of takling of'f the things fron
tho human boing, things which nust bo loft herae on carth in
ordoexr to frnc tﬁﬂ hunan baing to go highar; And thip 4o gono-
thing vhich w0 havae to meditato ones Always sonmsone 4o eoning
and gonsons 1o going, but uhore no on? knowse Thilg wlll Justl-

fy thipo fooling of no cnds The gtation whoro gouls arc pange-

ing and pagoings You will £ind a kind of listoning, looking,

guoopoing, and crying and loughing, Lecauno 1% 4o gomething
(the Mothor) |
which gho/can ponotrate. VWhen cho oxchanges her hair with
that of the Grave Wonon, the Lothoxr doon go hacaunse gho fooln
perhapg she ﬁill underatand soz2thing nore if gshe hao nndo
thio exchangee And whon Doath agks hor whexe hor haolr ig, cho
hags nothing to scay tecauce gho hag ¢ried, by this moana, to
got moro knowledge thon wag ellotad her. And tho oky with
tho doors and windowg alwnys peeping through,.
The procogss of dying, imeé the falry tanle, bagino
corlicr. To ug death zocemo o happen owiftly and the persgon

dlos inmmediantelys But this is not go. Tho pexrson roally boe

ging to dio after thirty-ive ycars of age - all the proecessos

in tho body dic. Up to thirty-five it i3 a procoss of accunu-

3
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1nting couzothing, and then the life boging to go out, So death
Beging loang vofore wa think 1% doepm; and when the person diesm,
1t 1a oniy ono of the ascents which Le very obvioua 0 us.

Actually, the person doas nof 4le a¥ all when he loseo
tho abhility to "sgé"'aﬂ& “feai“ with tho physical parts, He
beging %o 1ive with o different oonsoleusnces. Hunger 0ogeRs
and tho dﬁﬁira to dvink.” A1l these processes stlll remaln bow.
caunt they donté liﬁ tn our zhyaical, bubt in our ethexrio bvody.
Tha procens of dylng i3 zolng on, oand after a certaln nunbey
of dayg =~ %hrase, four, ow five - thic othexr body dispoxses.
It wo ﬁnrc-gnauos. wo nould gay that the person dien thon, he-
Tab fole gnoﬁaa see¢ thio procogy with different oyea. '§hare is
anathuf uiﬁzant ¢n us Dhat dias mich latery and then the fxoed
arnol of the human boing, waileh never dices, ig froo from ell
thoso half=vay statlona and tho new 1ife boging,

S0 the process of dying is a verﬁ glow one, In our
fatry tole it otarto with the Nather sitting at the oradlo -
thon the frozen fiﬂnar - then the :vwoeess of dylng ia golng
on, and tho Gravo Honan shows un‘her buainess; and Dﬂnth fin-
isheo in ouw fuiry tale when L6 talkos the flower and disappsers
into tho windews of the sky. That Lo tho ond of the dcath.

Bub at tho nmomant whon Death takee the child into
tho thifﬂ world, whioh ig thoe gardon = at the noment when
D2ath diﬂuﬁpanru with tho child, life begins agadin and the
Mother gﬁta tho fecoling df nsw'lifa. So the wheols falyy tale
1o the pyooccaos of dying, and then %tho new 11fc starts; and that

1o the psychologlonl gcnturﬁ of tho whole play. Dcath ig tho

L NiE
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groat nuoiocian and compoacr, not the destroyex.

As with tho procoas of dying, so it io with birth.
Tho chlild ic not born with itoc firpt broath, Wut the process
of taing born starts long, long bofore - ovon bafore the par-
ento cong topgothors Fron the aplritunl world in which the "I An
wanto o bo born, 1t choosco ltﬁparentﬂ kaforo thoy knowr ono
anothore. Tho "I An® 18 freco toilnnk at tho earth and to nhaﬁﬂn
fron 1t thoso parantg which will givld i€ tho inhoritanco which
io mﬂuﬁ guitablo for it. Thio i1ga the baginnlﬁg of the procoaos
of boing born. VYo ceco our parentso oconing togothor and living
togothory and at the momant of concoption that io tho nomant
uhen wo actually sond ourcolves into thio bodily procdas,
which ia tho proparation for our phyoical birth. Wo ouogt walit
nin2? montha, and thero 18 a great doal $o be dend . Wo plungoe
into this gora and logc our cosolia conagclousnope and appaar on
carth oo o exying thing.

And tho procecopo of birth goos on. All cux childhoed
digcaces ore o groat fight with tho inhorited qualitics. To
otrivo and to find the way «~ ¢hat &g our purpoce and that io
wny we nuot forget and loso any wonory of what wont on bafora
birth, Tho child nmust go through cortain discasos, whiceh ceans
they aro working on tho body. Eaoh discoaso has 165 own moan-

ing, Thic 1o the proceso of accumulating the body.,

Without thig backeground of matoriasl all tho falry tnleg

will bocome Juot ordinary, flat porformancog. Wo nust plunge in-
to this world., And Af wo wlll got more and moro knowledge of
thio background, it will ko gomothing which will bo around us,

and tho child will acoimilate it. That ig our ain.



