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INTEBPRETATION OF THEIMES AND CHARACTERS IN "THE HOTHERW

CHEXHOV'S INTERPRETATION OrF STEINER'S VIEWS OH
NIGHT AND OR.THE MOVEMENT OF THE EARTH

The Mother
Dr. Rudolf Steiner

THE MOTEER AHD THE NIGHTs .

I agkod you to thinlt over tho ideas whioh I gave you
about this falxy tale., Try to rochoaxrse the firot scone about
tho Hothor, what sho ig and what sho roprogeonta. Tho MNothor
and the Diath.

Inﬁginﬂ tho Hothor rocking tho cradle. If astarts with
o sonp which gho hag beon ginging for daya and nights. It io
1iko a moan.' Sho &8 g0 bound with this 11%tlo bolng that when
Doath comos, che remaing with the child, and thon sho falls
aaleops I¢ io aboolubely huchod, tho whole boginning, I¢ io

belotr

T

Tho group which acts the falry talo nust bo eopocically
unitcd in the way thoy play for childrcn. Try to digtinguigh
belwoon wonkneos and ovor-concontration for tho Fothor. She iso
not woalk oy tircd, but alnost gono frono hor owm boing into tho
child'o boing. Sho ig alnmont abgont fron her own body. S8ha
glngo vory gstrongly, but vory outed - wundor a vell, but strongs
Hoxr gpcooch conmes fron tho oradle - poycholoslerlly a vory fing
thing. The Doath comtg an o whole srave = 1¢ 1 a wholo

WAvVe = @ ueftnin "I An¥ = noro of a riddlo as ho mayo,
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T an o stronger.® He has thoucands and thougandg To take fron
tho carth, and such imoges ag tho FMother hag ara all over the
oarthy It 43 ono of tho inageg, one of tho gparks fron Cho
big porsonality which 1g the Death.

Tho menant of the nmeebting totween the Night and the
lothers What 1o €ho night'uutumlly?. And how decop 1t affcet
hunan boings? In tho night everything socng differont to us
than 2% deocs in the. daylight -~ evorythlng insldo of us and
outnide of us. Not beoauce it Lo dark, but posycholegically
14 1 differonte You will see that ovorything boconzsg 4iff-
cront, and the things which you have had in tho day bacnmq
gonchow dlfferonts For instanco, {f you havoe had an intorcsfe-
ing tnlh*nith gonosona Quring the day, nqa you {ry to racall i€
in tho night, you will gce tha€ 10 Az very difforcnt. You will
naver oven ba able Lo racall tho ovent juat as 1€ was, 1L you
roonll 4t at night. Illnooo and pain aro difforont at night
- thoy aro much abreongors Things which ccen insignificant
in the day boaome norxra ﬂignifiﬂant et night, I¢ 1g o diffox-
ent pﬂynhnlagy. I you take g dedsion during the day, you ocan
5o on wlth 1t tho next doy: bub i you tqkn a decigion An tho
night, tho noxt day you will feel that you muaot rcconsidexr 1€,

Dzs Stoiner dessriben nony intercsting thingé in
thiag conncction. anny docionlong whioh led to tho war woro
takan ot nighﬁa The poychology ip not only differont ﬁt
night but 4t is very dangerous becauso of thingn'whidh happon
during tho night, which arc sonshow unfriondly to tho human
boing who decs not slcop. If we aro awakenced after mldnight,
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wo exporicnee comothing whieh wo ghould not cxporicnco. It 1o
invisible and gherafore all the poychologlcal preceocas in the
night arc somchow nopgatlivo. thon uwo cleap, all the proccoaes
arc going on,consoiously or uncongolously.ln a posltive way.
Thig &g the digoace of our tirs, that wo cannot sleep et tho
p;ght t}zalor get up at thoe right tinc.

_In our folry talc tho Night o souothing which tho
Hothor mcnﬁn ag o boing which i1s pomohow not in harmony with
hox». Tho mﬁn%;ng_ﬂhould not have taken place, an it wqra.r But
an 1t happens, it must be a moeting thich ntnrtlﬁu,huth of then.
Tho Night alco docgo not want to geo hunan boings who do not
aloep, 0o both are cocting and sre asckling who the othor 1g and
why thﬂy'arc.ﬁnlking around at that hour of night, It L0 not
a meeting which they would have during the dayes The Night
poeta o boilng who chould not wall in this fora over thﬁ coxth,
and thig ieg the reasgson why she has to pay gomathing. hon o
ara atmaloncd abt night and wo make soma deeleion, whother 1npor-
tant or nat, we have actually always %o pay = oven if wo pay
7ith a headache. ¥e have o pay somothing fox thig cosonlc
irrogularity. In thig cago tho Hother nust pay vwith a songe.

Che Night meeta the Kothexr with astonishoont, and -

ghe lkoopo it for the whole timee. Vhen sho geto her paymont,
thon sho will show the MNother gozething, bub nﬂt'bzfarc; Tho
Mother scos the Night znd 15 mncenfortable in her presence.
Thare ig a dlfforsnce betiocon the gong to the Child and the
gong to the ¥ight. The firat song, whon D2ath ceouzg, ig on
the carth definitely, and the lMother sings to the Child Juat



ag sinply ﬁnd naturally as in 1ife., ¥With ﬁhﬂ Night, 1T ia
toaving her boling out of hor and ziving 5 - tp the Wight. 16
1g what cho has to pay = U0 give out cvorything, She hag to
glvae oub hﬁr aonpod. Sho has tu:giﬁn out her right to apoal,
ap 1% wWold. )

Tho meotbing with the Night is not gquitc on the carth,
but it 4o nobt in tho statc whore the human baing should slcop.
A dtfforont consolousnoss, o higher conosoiousncoo. And to bBO
ablc to spoal E%ﬁhﬁ Night ag tha_Hbtharld0ﬂn noanc not to ﬁa
affeotod nogabivelys But to ask ﬂd:athing. to gpeak with her,
("hora 1o the Child?®), onc must havo glvon up a cu?tnin kind
of speaking which tho porson uges on the ocarth. |

During tho deoy wo op2ak juot what wo 11k0 - and
thig 43 ono of the biggest barriers which dees not allow ug
$0 know other things. Thoro iso o cortain rule = WO nugb
atop-apeaking cerbalin things in a corteln vay - tho lomast
part of our voicead, au 14 woro. Wo mgt give it up, and then
certaln thinge {111 bo coon by ug. 1L 1z ono of tho thinga
we have to pay 1? wve wont to got highor knowledge. Thilg 1o
why the Mothor hen to gond out, 20 that at the ond she ig, ao
1% wore, sponts We anust fool that tho tother hug glivon up
sorothing and ig without it. Through maditation she oust
got thio #ind of singing. Labter sho glves up her oyes and
then hor haeirs Imagine how ghe would ging, and how tho
ight wounld take 1€ out of hor, take, toka, take. Aftor

the song che can geo the road au & fricnd.
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All thooo thingo which are going on in tho niht nay
bacons fricondly to ua, cithor whon wo alcnphnarmnlly or whon wo
havao [wuﬁ] tho right to beoono friendly with thoage athﬂr'haingn'
wvhich oro surrounding usg in the night. In ¢his case, tho Mother
pavag with hor volco for thﬁ right to be goed frlends with Cho
Hiﬁht._ Maybo the Night will roally booona friendly. e shall sco
Lhego twa'baingu bbuﬁn: woro fricndly. Ono pays and the othox
nacaptd;' Thﬁt 1a the otrustuxo. |

Tho cﬁildran nugt not knowr of thece things, but wo nust
huru tﬁdm.nu a background. Wo muot know this strange world with
our ﬂhaia boing ~= thio gpizitual world. Then wo can act boforo
children. You nust booons silent gonmchow 4 you uish $o know gonoe
thing higher. For inotanco, if you don't oritioclzo your fellow
boings - - both inwardly and outwardly - ¢that ig ono of tho
forno of nllonco. Thio typo of oriticlion ig going en go nuch
around ug,. _This nugt to pilonced, and &t will glvo us a cortaln
tnotwlodge wthich 4o highor.

Tho noro the othor gives af-har onrthly-valug. the noro

awaltensd cho beoores, until she ia awnlkened but without voloo.

_JL—

She 40 sotiing from undez thoe darth, above. The Night has unfricndly

The gostura 1o

baingﬂ"in;hor sphoro and tho 1ight has friendly beings, But 1t
ig ntill nocesgsary for tho human being to pey if he wanto to got
highﬁr. to glve up not only the voico, but €o bouan; gonchow
gilent and to give up the manner of saying thingo. A kind of
gight - +¢hig is choun vwhon the Hother meets the Lawn - tho
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nost radiating thing - but thigc nust be sacrificod to got
anothor oight.

Rudolf Stoinnr_tnllﬂ us that the light which we know
ag the sunlight 1o only tho surface of somothing which iz bo-
hind thia light, If wo sacrifice our phyﬂ}nnl_ﬂight. then wo
8eo thq rﬂal-light. which 15 tremondoua in comparigon with this
nthnr,lighﬁ. Wo must smerifice ourselves and shut our eyes on
thia physical . light Af wo wich to be able to gee othor
thingo. The gogture for tho lother 1o

J

gonothing no longoer on tho carth. It iz alroady o apiritual

thing. Thajﬂafhnr 18 nore and more active after she givas
her volco; and she meets the Dawn with the feollng of eace -
she 1o nlnpnt flying. 8ho agkg, ®WHhere igo ny child?" Sho is
beconming strongor and noro awakenod cach time she glves up
gomethings Dawn 1g abgolutely radiant, to the fulleost oxtent.
The noxt steps Tho Hother will ¢try to got hfﬁhcr _
and highor, In ouf falry tale wo gay that thexro are nt&gan.
One of the noxt otages 1o terridble foar and cnptinossg before

reaching o now gtage which is otill highor. A stage of lonce

1linecasn nnq funr. Thic will be when the Mother loseg her zight.

Bofome tho first step ls taken in ﬂplrituzllthinga.
1t geceng that the first step is tcrrihlx happy. But then the
gtage wlll come whon the parﬂoniiﬂ very ﬁnhnppy; and theon hn-
understends that he has gi?én up everything by giviﬁg*uﬁ his
former kind of livliing, and has not yet reached tho other shore,
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not expericnced tho pleasurc. This ls tho point whore many
pcople who axra seclidng for those other abllitico arc fainting
gpiritually. Thoy cannot boar this torrible thing thoy have
to gtart. And thon thoy are allowaed $o gO back_baauusn they
arc not yot rips to atop over. Then thoy nugt li?u on the
earth, but two thingo will bo pursulng them. Ono ig goed, b=
couse thoy will be nuch richer than other poerzong, and they
will givo blossing o othors, On tho other hnnd, they will
alvays feel that they have to do somothing. Thoy don't know
vhat 14 12, but o certain restlessnoas wlll be thero. Then
they will make another effort to gol through thig dlfflcull
period. | -

But 4¢ is very primitively told by me. I propose
to oake 4t more 1like o pleturc; and this 1ls right and truo
for our fairy talo.

Thig difficulty tho lMother has fronm the nonent of
her blindnecgo - +%hrough tho Grave Worman's place - o desliro
to turn baok - “Whore am I?% -~ ag if thore was nothing
under her fcot. Ono hao this feoling that there 1& no ground
under hin, although ho atands on 1€, The person fdeln that
thore is no matter around hinm. It 48 an indegcribable thing.
The vhole ondleasness 1o thore, although the thingo arc therao,
Noiground. The Mothor ocomeg to thisc groundlossgness in tho
groonhouco, starting with the loss of her slght.

Rermanker that all thoce things I tell you arc only
to fecd our imagination and give us cericin foundations. But

otop
don't/4thinking of thenm, because thls 1g the psychology of the

-1 -
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falry tale. Tho psychology of tho Hothor iz not actually so
inportant as tho big baockground which umakea the lMHother's psy-
chology. Try to nake these thoughtao your fhoughtap thon we
will really aoct the falry tale in tho right way. Tho othor
approach igo to try to bo otrange on the otago, nnﬁ‘tha childron
don't nced that. They noed ghig background.

o o e

Fobruary 5; 1940

THE DAWN:

Radlation from hor. Tho lothor haz the objective to
get through all the obatoncles - to go furchoxr on. %hnt ig
hor objoective for the whole piay. Tho Dawn 1g over tho carth,
touching everything. She cannot look dircctly at the lother.
Thoy cannot look at cach other. When the Nothexr logen hur-
oight, the Dawn booomsg like a mothor to her. VWhon sho is

blind, the Hother ip swithouv movemont. Her bodily wmission

1o acconplichod,

THE GRAVE WOUNAN:

when tho Mother meotg tho Grave Wonan, there are
two partg for the lMother. Onc is when she 1o blind, she %o
abgolutely roatless boeeouse she cannot go ons In the first
ﬂﬁena gshe meets tho Night and sho goos on because she can glve
hor nbnafhing, 'Thnn:wﬁnn sho mootg the Dawvn, she can go on.
But now 4o tho firsot renl, otrong obatacle. Thorefore, tho

vhole objootivé to go on nust be inglde, and gho 1g very

raoatleno.
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The gocond part is very difforent, whon che hears
tho boot of tho hoart of hor child, - She dees not want %n BO
on, Sho ig abgolutely with her child, and she wanto fo g0 on
only to tho qhild. I¢ 4o the rhythmical repetition of tho
nomont with the oradlo;  in a difforent way she wants to bo
with tho child; ‘In the flrat pﬁrﬁ 1¢ was protecting the ﬁhild.
cnd in this parﬁ gche only wanto to bo with it. With Death 10
ﬁiil bo a struggle and a poweriul ficht - 1liko a tigroao.
Thon the 1light will coma; and then the lother will oey, "Talo
tho child:® Acceptonce. Four differont stagoso.

The novement of the charactora nugt bo 1lilko noving
seulpturc. Thoy aro all poasants, although not naturalistlo
¢n cogtusa. Tho landsoape will bo 1like a cnall sountryoldo.
The Wight doos not movo, bub oits with on umbrolla, Vory
potonished: .- The Dawn 1o alwvays on tiptunn. The HMother hasg
vnr} aggrecaive arns and handg. Sho dcao not stoops Tho
Gravoe VYomoen hao onc choulder a 1ittlo highexr than the other,
tho hoad to one sidei the feet, the hands, overything agyn-
matrlionls Everyono must have the foeling of thoso thingo
vory strongly, oo that tho fniry'tnla will not bacone nnrth-
like.

Thu background - which is above everyone. Above
the Dawn i1s cverything which 1g going to hﬁ rioing: osunxico,
youth, plant, child, norning. Thioc quality 1o alwaya €o=-
gether with a certelin kind of agtonichonent. Evorything is
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gpontancoug and for the f¢rat Gice. Sunrise. Tho 1llght conos
olouly, and finally it 1o blozing thexro = tho first boginning of

tho gune Evorything noves ot thio noant.

Un tho corth all tho inagcots begin to move, and the noon
moveg in the oppositc dircction o tho oune. It booomeg dark,as if

big part naﬁﬁ.nnv g fron the oun. Everything beging to move and
r\lihe othe

thoxrefore shopmuot wovo oll tho tinmo, ao Lif gsorathing noveg through

hor. Thio in full astonisghmont. For the Hight 1¢ ic chgolute

anstonighoont, but nystorious and st >, bacauge cho hidcg ovory-

thing. Tho Dawn deoog no® hide anything - gho showg ovorything.
Doth nre antonished, but in a difforont way.

Stolnor ozﬁlminn ¢hat whon the carth is noving on 1€s
axia, the earth io surrounded by spirits, and thoy aro, moving tho
atora and the planotsc and are in elooo connaction to cach othow,
I+ 40 o big, big evont golng on vith 1living beingo., Tho HNight
govorns oll theoo things, but thoy cco hidden by hors Sho 10
vatehing o1l thoco opirito - vhothor they go &ight or not. Tho
planots must go this way, and Bhe carth that way. She ig full of
thogo thingo. And when the huoan boing - o very insignificant
ono = aqocag, it 40 ac A o ohlld lso sntorrupting hor busincsa.
Fron her big dirmensolon, che congldoro the Hothor a oonll thing.
The difforonco botween her astonichuent and that of the Dawn

19 that tho Dawn ghves up overything and nakeo the world
biggor and nore radionte

ntha Mothor™: The whole story 46 concernod tvith this
narvolous idoa about tho dootlny of human boingo, and how
gtupid wo aro trying to intorfore with deotiny, which 1a drﬁun
in bip gosturco comdwiaCYC. Torribly, hunanly ¢raglc. For
Daath, tho nore wise humor, ¢he batter = laughing froa boyond.
lot laughing boonuse of hunor, but boeause of the bigness of
1ifo.



