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. FUTURE 0? THE STUDIO4

Beatricn: | g Yo hava nll.heen funlinn cnrtain thingﬂ on

our ovm, and wo havae tried ta annalysa our fonlings. Even

hufﬂrn we wnnt tu Now Yurk.'wa folt that we wore frightfully
isolated huru - nuch.murn go than at Dartington. Ve have no
outoide 1Lfn at all. and 1t iﬂ nuch harder to f£ind tho stinmulus
to wnrk.fiéégﬁﬁaily ona loses tho desire vo act. At Dartington

‘we had nntivity around uﬂ-which 1ud us and pgave ug the dooire

to work and f£ighti ‘thn vie came horo, it bﬁnﬂnn 2 Littlo more . .
abotract tb imow what we are going againﬂt.__;ﬁ iag qifficult

t0 have ﬂny'ﬁbfﬁunal 14F0 herc ~- wo 2ll had the desire to got

in to Now York, Tho facling'iﬂ that thore would be great difw
ficulty in getting on audience around here - fron the community -
and tho expense would bo groat for so little.

#ichael Chekhovs I can only opeoalk frankly to you. 1 think

that your desire to livo in the city ond %o get ingpiration

from it 1s tho way I had hoped you would leave behind you.

Boing inspired by the city life means to be against everything

I wanted from you. I wanted to find ﬂnmathﬁng.uthcr than tho
banal 1ife of the city - that will nover }eaﬁ you taé%hﬁ‘idenl
which I thought of« I will not go with fnu-- I cunnﬁt do this
buginessg. If I cannot, in two or thrun‘ﬁdnra. avaken in. you
fully this pionecor desire which dnaa not know thio city life,

I am mistaken, and yuu must find Eﬂmeﬁne eloe %o lead you who
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will eccecopt your .aspirations and will uge this norvous illnous
vihich lecads to the war. I cannot lctd you in thisc modern
diceage.

I believe that wo hovo come to tho moment when you
hava to decide whether you are going thioc way nr-thaﬁiwayi
To work in thash cireumstances gives ug thu_qypartunity and
'ﬂhilltﬁ %0 cqﬁcentfatu - this 1o 2 kind of crention. If you
will go to subways and clovators, cotc., you will not becono
ﬁioncqrﬂ in the ﬂnnﬂﬁ I mean. I connot chut my eyos to it.

If,ynu cannot concentratoe fﬁlly hnro.lyﬂu il not be able to

concentrate thare - you will have alfopling-uf being’drunk.

But this is not what I have been looking for my wholo lifo.
I cannot gilve in so eauily immediately to thio, My whola
idecs and ideals and expericnco and hopea are in this, ﬁnd 1
would be 2 liar if I cay somothing aise. I nust cay that
thnt'iﬁ-éb.'ﬂnd i? you ﬂcccpt i% well and goody if not, I will
£ind my dootiny nlﬂcwdnrn-

If you think by leaving ﬂur-lifn hore you will got
any moroe thﬂnithu ugual kind of results in tho theatre, you
aro vury-much niﬁtﬂkcﬁ* 0no of our friends who had left tho
Studio agked my vthy didn t T chooge experienced pauple._whyr
did warh*with young ﬂtudnntﬂ uha didn't wnderstaend me, why
not tako expericnced puﬁphb and nako prnductionﬂ with then?
But I belliove only in yaung pcuple - {ﬁly young pcople can

undurstand what I nean - never exporienced, old actors. Therofore,
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- But I know ona thing'anﬂ th&t in thﬁt I cannot ﬁtvo up my
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I bolleve in modern youth - only thoy can once understand
what I mean and go with me together 1o &artain things which
will ha ﬂntlruly'nuw in every way -~ the vislon of the lifo
of. ﬁho theatre of the futurc. the rejection of the pact.

| Thnrefnru. I do not mean Yo say that you do not
have the right to go o the city - it is right and natural,
but on tha nther hﬂnd I am alﬂo right. If you fdke tha gcic-
cors nnd cut dﬂTn tho. plqnt which.wo hnvo tricd to grow for
throo yearn - thaﬁ ig a big quoention whiﬂh munt bo ﬂDlVEd:‘

belief in modorn youth, my beliof and viﬂiﬂﬁ af the futurn,
ny pnint of view of the praoent 1ifa.
Plenge forgot that we hnlung to differnntunationnli—

tien - we nust spefk humanly. If you could aeo in what dangor

Amoxrica ig now, whnt powers arc arining'avurywhuru. how soon

They will uvarwhulm you without anking*whu:u you want to live,

~or what yoﬁ want tﬂ.dﬂ‘; they will crush 3ﬁu; Two tremendous

POVErD and two terrible figures are standing over Amorica -
I Epnak as 2 human boing to human being - yuu know tho nameg
of thege powersS. If,ynu young people who are much finer than
others, don't sec this danger, lflyﬂu take your life Jﬁﬁt to
hncoma_ﬁ 1ittle buoy and happy inatead of creating something
which will fight theso two £igures which aro hn#aringrnvar_thﬂ
only free country ~ thon you ere yourselves in great Qanger

and you do not sce where you are driving. Iﬁ is too 1mpartﬁﬁt
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and I cannot gtop frﬂﬁ gaying this.

. Tho ‘quoction which fuu put bofore me is not just
that of qhﬂﬁging the place but changing overything. What I
alvayao mqanﬁlﬂaﬂ t+hat wo could beeome plongers, not only in
tho thcatfa but that thie group could c:eatﬂ comothing which
iﬂ.imporiant rﬂrfhﬁnrica.# ﬂnmathiné much more significont -
2 group of peoplo who want tha innor 1ife with oyes which sce
these two figuren whieh are inuming ovor ug all, Thic can be
dono . only through ﬂuch éffﬂrﬁ'ﬁhnru-you havo cacrificcd some-
thing, whore you have upéﬁed your eyosd {o ceo tho 1i}n ag it
ig - which ig like a2 nighimare, Vo can uge our 11fe horo
sinply to drean ahuu%-tha city, or wo can use our life horo
td geoe what is going on around us everywhoro. If you do, you
will seco the real tremendous dangor.
kary Lout What T found in New York was not oxcitement,
but the fact that one sawpcople thatcyou aresworking:-fop.- it
iﬁ for these poople that you ara‘wnrking. T |
Lonnies | You must know that we want to Folluw you,
or we would not bo hera. But our life dopends upon the peoplo
who cono to ges tho play. I |
rary Lo | New York is as abnormal in its exeitement
ag this place is without any life.
Erikas I feel I don't need stimulation,; and I work
a hundred times better in the country, but I feel I must act
for paople, and if it is impbﬂaiblﬂ to get an_audipnnu out
here, then I think it would be better to go éﬁ another plaéa.
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fitchaol Chokhovi Havae you no coneroto guggostiona?

Hurd: © Vo folt very unified end streng during our

work in New Yorke.

vichael Chekhovs What you an and what Beatrice says are
to cntirﬂly diffurunt thingﬂ.

Buﬂtrice: . .any of ug do not love tho city, . but heru

we arc ﬂﬂ inolatad. “Even if the Studio were 1n.Hidgefiﬁ1d

1tnalf it'wnula_ba bncﬁﬂr';
G. Shdannff: That .ig ono. of the sacrifices which our

Iprnfﬂﬂﬂiﬂn whﬂn tnkan deoply really: dernands. In.tha city Vo

'arﬂ diutrantcﬂ by many'othar-paruqnal'prﬂblcma g0 that our

pnrfﬂrnnncnn EﬂJ not bo rnndy-__ .

Alice Crﬁﬂthurr | I thtnk tho prﬂblnn.iﬂ'nuzann of the stimu-

lﬂtlﬂn of thﬂ nity.'huﬁ rather the ntimulﬂtinn of ancauntering

ﬁppﬂﬂiﬁ191 %o our 1ifo. . | | _
mlchaul Chakhovr Yuu urn fighting in a diffnrent fidld of lifo.

In my,ynuthll had no diroetion - I wag juﬁt,ﬁhrown into the
1ife - I was not 1ad,ﬂﬁd I vag unhappy. In nodern fimnn there
aro two ﬁayﬂ,ioitﬁnr to be aﬁﬂnlutaly aware of the. ﬁﬁy. or to
flauﬁdqf ag I_did. T4 ig a questiﬁn of knuding which gtate

wﬁ ara;in g¢+algfnup. Hava we ﬂlms and mcmnﬂ tn our aimg, or

are we aimlesg and without means?

Ldnnid; | I think we feel we could bring more to tho

group if we had our ovm individual 1lifo,
Loulgos I think you must appreciate everything you
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have accumulated lﬁ the world. 3ut X feel that I an torrlibly
young and know nathing about tho world and have nothing to glvo.
Toms .- . Gut horo in tho cnuntry. 3unt anong our=
;él?ﬂﬂ; vie becoﬂo gtagnants If-ua had boen nblu to go right
vack with a prnductiﬁn of plelkwick, it would have golved our
prnblemﬂ because wo unuld havae had aur.uuﬁlcnca. and we would
have had our pﬂrﬂannl 1iqu ot tho canc ¥ipo, I vant to oct
for pﬂnplﬂ- Fron nmy peint of viad, I think wo would loso
monoy by trying_ﬁa build up a %hcutrn uut harc.

Beatricu: R %hinL thingﬂ havo buun clarified.in.mnny
wayﬂ¢ Wo havo heard lire Chokhov’s opininn abnut thn countyy,
and we lnow that wo don't wont o livo with subways, otc.  Now
fﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁﬂ knnﬁ mf. Ghokhaf'ﬁ paiﬁﬁ uf view, 1t ocemo 4o boil
dﬂﬁn to the qucsticn of cur cwn porsensl lives, and a lot of
quaﬂtiﬂnu havu bncn clnrificd-

Johns Pﬁrhﬂpﬂ uurjpurranﬂl 110 ghould not bo sug-
pcndﬂd to such an extent. that vwe lnqa,touch‘with human bhoings |
outoide our scopa of activity. |

"Yoodior 1{ thore is no other way, it is a diffioculty
we must faco. |

Blair: I think that now that kr. Chekhov has glven
us hio opinien and we know definitely what he feelu about it,
and we arc hore to bs led by him In tha‘way he sees for tho
grbub. wvo muet ﬁﬂke the decizion. These things Eﬁp g0 much

the enorgies of the individunl - make your duciuiun.aﬁd olther



[ie Chekhov November 17, 1939

go ahead or not. Nake the saerifice, take the long view, make
the decision ynﬁradlf for one way ﬁ: the other, .
Lonnies ; If this faeiing is so univeraal in the group,
it mlght mean either going back three years or going on. Some
canuidnrﬂtinn must be givan to thuse who want certain things,
otherwiae they may be made to fesl fnrcad to 1eavq when they
don't feally want to. :Snmethfng_veryrimpdrtant T0 Their being
and-fheir'ﬁelfﬁrn may'ﬁe lacking S0 They will go, but thoy
need not. If paapla keep leaving the Studio, we will be going
back three years and even more, and it need not ha. ‘I fecl

it can be solved somahaw.

Sams I don't bolieve that if you don’t wholly .. ...
agreo with Hre Ghahhpwhyuu should get out or hold your tnngué

and sit., Thig is essentially a democratic group -~ if we are

strong enéugh. we can influence lre ‘Chekhov, and if he is

strong enough, he w;ll influence us. It can be merged and
reconciled. _

Michael Chekhov: I wnﬁld feel extremely unhgppy if you were
ta shut your mouths jﬁét as' I know I will not shut ny mouth,
and I will not make compromises. Iy éuggestinn'ﬁauld ba that
you havé to livelwith this problem and take practical steps.
If you find a wonderful plan, then I will reserve the right

to say "yes" or "no" fo 1t. Having'rESPEQt for each other's
freedum. we must try to find a practical plan, and I will tell
you whether I will follow it or not.
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Lonnios The. only practical suggestion so far ig

that we should move tho Eroups I.%hink it would be best to
nove to a largor ddmnﬁhity. but it necod not be NHew York.
Tannys I don't think it ic thu 1dca1 of this group
that we should havc Juat thig ona liﬁﬁln apunt&noﬁuﬂ naating
which arisuﬂ frﬂm.thiu smoldering fﬂaling. Let's go aboutk
wurhing out our problem.

liichael GhuLhuv: 1T yau diﬂugrcc with ﬂvarythingj how can I
work it nut'with you? If your goarch Tor happiness 1eadﬂ you
u01e3hura olgo, you nuct £ind 1%,

Ey Sonoff:  : .It 1ﬁ-a'quuntian af trying to find tho solu~
tion for everyone. Tho compruniﬁa'naéd not be vital. Bopldeg
puroly idealogicnl obaotacles, thore ore financial cbatacles,
whicﬁ are prnhnhl? gtrenger than you think. I will pronige

to try %o dﬁ'wﬁatnver 1 can to glve practiﬁal suggentions,

and if you will do the samn, I anm sure we will congidor evory
poosibility to make our commen life happiers The foot that
you are not entirely happy here 1g distufbing for [rs Chokhov

and for youraclves, Wo nust find a solution,



