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THE HMOTHER
A Fairy Tale Play =~ by lilchacl Chekhov
(Baged on o Thome by Hano Chrigtlan Andergon)

Tho fairy tale, "The Mothor,” 18 based on ono of the
moot charoing themog of Hansc Chrigtlon Anderzscen, boloved by
childron.

I¢ 4o night., A mothex olto baagide tho oradle of her
child, singing it songo. The ohild is dying. Tho Hothor, have-
ing spent days and nights booido the child, grows tirod and falls
aglcap whilo oinging., Thero 48 o noclz on the doori a gtranger
eppears, o gontle, tonder old man. Ho aito beside tho. Hother;
she nwakons and then £alls asleep again. He takes the child
tonderly, otops the olock on tho wall, and leavos the roon
with tho child.

Tha Mothor auanlkons to £ind the ohild gonc., Sho oOpond
tho window and prays to the night and tho windg to help hor ¢t
find the child. Night appoara aond tollg hor that che nuat ging
all the gongo which she sang to tho ohild when it was alivo.

The Nothor singc and Night shows her tho way.

ITn the cceond secene, Doath 1o geen carrying tho child
lovingly. The landsocape 10 ocovercd withes snow., Dawn, & charn-
¢ng young girl, looks at Daath with hor big eyco. Tho 1lght
inorcageg and fnllﬂ on the snowy ground. Fron fer away, the
tirod Fother approaches and agks Dawn whiuh way Death went wit€h

the child; but Dawn tello hor she cannoﬁ go there, booause gho

cannot gee with her earthly eyes the world in twhich Death and
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tha child ora.

The Kothor soorificos hor esight to the Dawn and roceives

dirocdiono vhoroe to find tho child. Blind, cho c¢linmbsg up the

loddor into the forest which Dawn hao shovm hor, and finds at

tho top of tho btreco a groonhouco which io halfway boetwoen
haavuﬁ and carth. Thoxre sho maoto an old wonon who tokos carc of
planta, iﬁrgd ond aoall, whioch ore tho gounlo of people 1living on
the carth,

Tne Nothor aoko ¢he old wenon o ghow hor tho plant of
her ohild; and when thoe old woman dcog go with hositation, the
Hoéhor*henrﬂ tho beating of tho ohlld's heart in tho plant-and
gingao to 1% ao gho ucod to do boside the eradlc.

D2ath appoarg with the ohild, and tho MNothor wanta to
talme it froo hio to carry At agalin €o the carthe But Donth showo
hor tha vislon of ¢wo dootinion - ono of grief and oorrow, and
the othor flourighing and happy - and tolls tho Hothor that ono
of thege two doaotinioa would be that of hor ehild., The fHothor
aoks which ona, but Death angwers that he 1g only tho Gardoner of
Ged aﬁd hag no right to show more « Ho tolls hor choe mouat choos
nhothor'nho wighoo hin €o givo tho child book to hor or to carry
it with hin into hnppiqr rogionz. Tho Nothor nakao her dccision
and gi?ﬁn her child and tho plant Yo Doath agein, and Death iao
tranoforzod fron tho tonder 0ld ﬁnn into a bdzautiful, angolioe
baing; He rinco to hoaven while tho Hother, rosigned and ro=-

lioved, returno to the carth.



