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ATIICSPHERE

TARIKG THE METHCD
Don CQulxote

IEFRCVISATION

On tho basig of charactors and atmogphere lot ug

improviso the scene from Don_Quixota.
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Criticism: You have ctarted tho improvigsation in

% Jomam T

the right way, but lator on you got thig fcar and ingtcad of
going on with the atmosphero you began to create such stupid
Wrordo, o cmpty, 5o dull, Inﬂfeaﬂ of taking tho atmogphore
of astonighaont, you bogan inventing these wordg which ara
not intereoting. Thon it beoecane o dend gchene, because thero
wags no bagis, no groundy if you do your improvisations with-
out grounds you are lesg than anaotourg. Don't rely upon

your talent, Vheore do you got this degire to act withuut any
ground? It is dull for you and dull for ug. thon you arc
floundering so hopelessly you muat realizo that you must stop

or take a ground. J#rom tho recal point of view what you have

done ig cmptinosg, nothing,.

ATMOSFPHERE:
Take the simple ground of atmosphere - atmosphere
of astonishment, atmosphere of making mockery, nizht at-

mosphere, Until you can understand this idea of improvising
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-on simple grounds 1 cannot help you, I can only persuade you
Tto take the grounds and be bdrave enough to keop your attontion
on: the atmospheres, one after another. If you do not do it
I am helpless, I cannct find another methed. This i3 the
only one which I know and which I have to offer you, If
you expeet that 1 have other things to help you with, I have

not. You must understand,

TAXIKG THE METHGD:

I am novor sure when you gtart.that it will be dono
like gsomothing in a theatro achool. If you are acting primi-
tively but you know what you arc deing, it will bo all right,
Tho audience will undoerstand that it ioc school work, but at
the nomont when it is floundering, without anything._than vhat
you are doing ig no loq?r school work. It is something
which nugt be donled and finished. Thoro is a great diffor-
encoe in fulfilling in a bad way, gomothing ag a loscgon -
that is tho reagson why wo are learning - but to do nothing,
this ig what I am aglinats Do things wrong but do them -
don’'t do gimply nothiﬁgi

The charaetors werce taken veory well, they were
begun very carofully, and thiﬂ 1s the right way to get tho
characters ~ by giﬁing gomo hints which make more impression
than if you exaggerate - iruc and soft. Thero is one thing
which you must never confugoi are you doing ﬂumcthing which

you understand, or aro you floundoring? I{ you understand
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this, the development will be veory much quicker. Don't

confuge the leughtor which you might hear, with tho success

of tho vwork.



