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GRADUATION OF SIX STUDENTS « RECIPIENTS OF
ACTOR'S DIPLOMAS AND TEACHER'S CERTIFICATES

GHHDUA“ES

Dorothy Hhitnny Elnhirst
Beatrico Whithey' Straight
Alen Horlmeno

Bladir Cutting

Dodrdro @ Beockot Hurnt.
Petor Kingoocote Tunnoard
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On thic vory important uccﬁuian I focl I nugt tell
you a 1ittle atory about the efforts I have mado for oo wany
yeard, and the recul$¢ of oll those offorts io just~ﬁhiﬁ
ocecacion - it 26 tho reazon why wo aro hore todoy,

| Fira® of all, lot me speak fron ny owvn point of vigw,
About fiftecn years ago or ovon noro, when I was in Rucgcia and
wag working In tho Hooecow ﬁrt Theatro Hocond, I got cortain -
ideas and visiono, coriain oino ahﬁﬁﬁ <ho fﬁturﬁ thcutfu. how
1t chould bo and could dop and n¢ that tina I started ny at-
tompto to realiso thoge ideag,

I den'$ knew whetheryou have o very clear picture
about- Rugsia at that timo, but I wili presume that you huvn,
and that you will understand thut at tho monent when I trlnd
to exprosc my ldﬂaﬂ. addreasing nycelf to acters ond ﬂtudentu
ag well, I wap ﬂu;rnundud innediatoly by an arny of ﬂpiuu.

They wero around no averywhere - on the otreets, in tho theatyre,
during the rechearsala, and even ot the dor of ny houze.

In & very short time there wog prepared o list of
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tho "ﬂlns“ which I had commﬂttnd againﬂt tho ratorialistic
paint of vicw of the Runniﬁn gnvurnment.‘ But the main point
why thny cnuldwnat utand my efforts Wag that T am a religioun
panUﬂ.andpbalio?n In God ond Christ and hﬂ?ﬂ studicd upirituul
knnaladgn far many yuﬁrn.' Such Rind of'parﬁunn 1n.Ruuﬂia aro
unbearahlﬂ. ”hay munﬁ bo rapreﬂnad. but it*wgu nut vory naay
for tham tu diacard mo from ny'poﬂitiﬂn in.tho theatre by
snying that I wag- guilty uf spreading curtain.idenn uhich are
nut ubﬂalutuly flat likc a ﬁaﬁ”n. and that I did nut recagniﬁu
thair,prapagandu by-saying that ﬂvcry cﬂnmuniut nﬁ tho atﬂgu
wag an angal ﬂnd evn:yonu alﬂc o dﬂviln | R

. S0 uur dcnr Gnvarnment in#untcd u wa;*~ thay cullud
me an.Italinn Fﬂﬂciut and that’ uag uuffiﬁinnt reagon ﬁn nup-
preau Yy aetivl*ya Gnn mﬂrning I in all the ncuupapnrn |
articlcu ahout myﬂalf. in*whinh I wag painted 1n such cnlurﬂ
with such ﬁﬂprenniﬂnﬂ and ﬂocuﬁnd of guch thingn! In two or
three uaekﬂ overywhore und avery day such_articlau ﬁppﬂﬂrﬂﬂ;
and T cano £o tho ﬂituaﬁion whore I could not appcur-an tho
stage beeauge I vag a dead porﬂnn. That is the %tactics of tho
Ruﬂsiﬂn-guvqrnmcnt f_to icolato thu_pornon co that thoy arce
dﬂﬂ.d. . : ; l . . .. |

vbry goon after_thiﬂ I rocolved a megsage fronm tho-
Kremlin that tho ordor haﬁ been givaﬁ_to arreﬂt mo, and if I
- didn’t egcape in a Tow d&ya]my 1ife ﬁnuid e in.dangur.' 0f

courge, I tried to ozcape, and as you goo I ﬁi&. but it wag
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a 1ittlo difficult at the %imet That was tho first act of

m& attompto ta rcalino and-incnrporatn ny ideaoc and idcala.

ihcn I went to Gornﬂny. vhere I nmet Profeasor

'Rninhardt and actnd in Borliin and vienna. bt 2 could:nnt
 dovolop my ﬁndagogical nctivi%ieu bucnuﬂu I had to act a1l

tha timn- So thntuwac a ﬂucnnd attenpt, but it was nnt
4
ﬂuccunﬂful.hucﬂusu I wao aﬂﬁing and warking-in tho filmﬂ.

So I loft Garzan;'nﬁ tho timu uhcn.I could hn?a ‘had wany

”baud partn, and went to Pariﬂ hﬁping thnﬁ %hero I could start
£o rcali o all my idcaﬂ'wiﬁh a grnup!uf‘yuung;pnopla'uha would

try tn fallﬁv ny ﬂugdnutiﬂnn andunhuvwanﬁcd 2\ 4 idcnn.
' But in Paris I ncu-unuthcr difTiculty which I could

not have nzpccteﬁ - at’ thin timﬂ thore wan a largo culuny'nf

Russian. rﬁfugneﬁ thnra, end thoso pnnplu hulinvcd that anyonge
vho canmo cut of Rusoin must be a Ruosion spy. I wac unfor-
tgnaﬁo énﬂugh Yo -be intorproted nu.u Ruusiﬂnbﬂpy - why othor-
wioe would I have loft Rugoia? And ugﬁin éhu £amo thing
happened in the Ruusianunuwcpaparu thera - terriblo artielcu
about me and ny activition und'my idenui So I wag crﬂnhed
again anﬁ.had.ta lcmva Francg - my'litﬁlu ngUP-Wnﬁ 1ﬁ£t
bocause I cnuld'nnﬁ 00 un-working'nith theny, and they cnuld
not dnfend mCe .

I wvent to Iatvia and aéﬁin,started & theatre school,
invited by tho Actors Union of that country, who invited me

to do it But simultancously came an overnight revolution in
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the government and everything becane Nationnoligtic - thoy

- vanted no more foreign. Influcncao,. especiu.ily Rugsiong thoir

0ld cnenied.  So I was simply thrawm away fren Latvia, and
ml:,r tho intervontion of tho f‘ﬁraignl ninistor cnabled ne to

lecave tho country norce or:loco dﬁcently. and ftbégﬁ’a* elpRespors

2 IiuljmcuThﬂrﬂ T:went and wag vary-ili and folt that overy-

i B ‘thing wZau ﬁm_nhed. Bu-:; wvhen I .got <ho hapn to liva and vork

cLio agalng I wc:m: o Lithuania vhora JMrs - JilimJLy. ag Dirdctor of

."tho Stote Thcatrn, 'iﬁd mvi'tucl o -to cong and lead 'tho nchuah

of actorg who wvantod o' follow moe: But immediatoly tha nevwge
popors dbegan tho.sane otory'= forolgnor: = Rusgion - and again

. I.wag turned ocut, and with no ¥z. Jilingky bocause ho had

inv.‘._.‘tmi' Qe
Thon came tho invitaticen to tuur*hmaric_a with o

Ruggian group,and.four years 8o we cano to Americt and here.

for the firot tino; T cow the foce of ny destiny = o smiling

face which ragembled tho face of Biddyl Eficaﬁrlua S—tmighﬂ
Hore I mot Mre and Mra. Elnhirst, and togethor with Biddy
thoy fiave changed my dostiny. They gave mo the real oppor-
tunity to rcn.iino and incorporate my idens, with such freodom
ag I hadn't even dreaned of, I had forgotten what it meant
%0 be free after thio long exporience, and when they took me
t0 England and opcned our school at Dartingten, I vory often

yvakened' in the morning and asked myself whother I wog really

freo.

Lt 2l vl
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After two oand a half years in Bﬂrﬁingtuﬁ'under_thn
prﬂtecfinn of ur. and Irce. BElmhirst end Beatriceo, there cano
another threat - the world wap - because of which we dnciﬂcd
to move the ﬂﬁhoﬂl horce. MNow tho nmoment has come, at tho end
of tho threo-ycar courdo, when I got ny £irst siz children.

I have deen walting for them for more than fiftaen yeors., That
85 211 I wanted to toll you, ond purhﬂpu-ynu'will.undorﬂtﬂnd
what 1% roally means 0 no - th1n+¢vcning§;_whén.I'can give

my children thic slgn of my hopoa and efforts at the noment

vhen thoy are realigeds

| ﬂcw 1ot us turn to the objective point of vicw of
thig gtory I an surc wo will havo to fight, end I en almost
gure that vo uilithVﬂ to faco grent difficultios and eriti-
ciom, butl lo% ﬁc daé%@n +hat all thoso difficultics, all
t@oﬂq;ﬁnrk nnﬂ-diffi;ulﬁ dayo of our futuro 1870, vill zive
uo nnly-ﬁnra enn:gy'and noro activity to go on, because thqrn
ic a2 law in tho hotwre that all The offorts, soonor or lutnrﬁ
aro rowarded and no cno real and goed offort rawaing fruitlend.

| I wvag fighting alone - now I an r;:at alone - you give

me great support in the future, and I thank you for it. Ve
will take with gratitude our happy dayo and will take with
great decision our difficult timos.
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