Michael Chokhov July 17, 1939

ADVENTURES OF SAMUEL PICKWICK. ESQ.

Suggested Sottings for the Play... - =. - Dggigned by Woodman Thumpsnnl

Thore are two acts and cix scenes, threo scenes in each
act. In genoral the feeling ia that all the fizures are most ex-
preﬂsivn.- the costumes are a bit oxaggerated becauso thoy are
deseribing certaln gides of the character., The impression ziven
by old English inng is that they are somchow smaller than natural,

a gort of miniature world of their uwn; thore is the little zarden,
a little plece of street, etc. In the setz it would be good if we
could keep the following three olenentsi |

l, liature - tho sky, otec.

2. The Street., .

3. %he Inny, or & room in a houce,

If wd?an show gsomchow the room and the inside of theo house,
and tha sky and the street at the game time in a plastic [halleadle,
adaptabls] way. Tho less space we have the botter, so that the actors
move with difficulty among the chairs, tables, etc. The streets

must also be narrow and small, Everythinz is covered with dust -

nothing is rnew,

Seene I. Fiekwick's Flat in Tondon:

Six or seven members of the Club are present, YWe ro-
quire chairs, a table, and diminished surroufidings.

Yre. bardell's room is also sz2en, and a staircase leading
downstalrs to an entrarce hall from which we see people arriving

and leaving. %We don*t need a gstreet but if we could have a bit of

oxy it would be good.
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¥r. Plekwick®'s room and Mrs. Bardell's room mugt have
entrance doors, so that when the Pickwickians are leaving we must
have a door in which Woller arrives. There must also be a door
between !ir. Fickwick®s room and Urs. Bardell*s. In iirs, Bardell's
room wo don't neced anything special - thoy are drinking tea and there
is a little cupbtoard in the background which holdg wine, Cne of
the moat important things 1q the stalrcase with twisted railings.

Scene I is absolutcly hunorous.

Scone II is also,humorous, and a little mysterious,

Scene II1I is & funny atmospherc of false, mystorious reli-

gion. -

Scene IV ie cold and ovil,

Scene V is roally serious and tragic.

Scone VI begins in a very scad atmosphere, and onds very
happily.

Seonc IXI:1 An 01d Inn and & Strect in which There Is _an Hleotion

Crovid:

It ig sunset at the beginning of the sceno., All the love
scencs take place when it is dark onough to light the candles. At
the climax of the love scenes, tho moon rises. Aftor the love

geenes are over and the scandal beging, a thunderstorm approachog

: which continues into the third scene. In the street we find all

the little shops with funny election signs out. 'Iwo coaches arrive.,
wWwhen the street becomes empty wo see the interlor of the Inn, which
consists of the following:

Interior:

1. 2 kitchen or entrance hall where the scenes between
Sam and lMary take place. v
2., A sitting room with fireplace.
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3¢« A room in which one love scone takes place,

 diss Kachel's bedroon.

flr, Flckwick's bodroom.

» Staircase on which people meot, and hide, and spy on
cach other. . |

« Another agmall room or cornor of 2 room.

. Three doors leading to rooms which we don't seo.

O3 O\

Datailaq

1. A firaplace. *
2. In all small rooma wo need as many corner soreens,
cte, oo that pooplo can hide or disappear for a moment.

3. Table in kitchon or enitrance hall.

Iy, Rachel's bedroom ~ bed with curtain, table, chair, etc,

9. Fickwick*s bedroom - Sam prepares some thinzs,

Ag ii becones dark and the moen rigsos there must be many
sourceg of light - iamps, candles, etc., so that thero is 2 moment
vhon the servants light up the house for the guests, and anothor
moment, after the guest have gone to bed, when they extinguish all
the lights, and thore are only candleg in the hands of the amorous

pacoplo,

Scena IILs Interior of Another Inn:

It is nizht and thero iz a thundergtorn. Courtyard
which we don't gseo, but we require an entrance door from it. Another
dncr‘thruugh which fourteen women can disappaar. The interior of
this Inn is more like a public~houge, ﬂt one neoment Jingle extingz-

uisheg the lights, and there is darkness ingide and out.

Scene IV: Courtroom:
In addition to the Courtroom itself, we need a narrow
room or passage, where a lot of clerks are sitting writing, working, -

and peeping through all the possible holes. An entrance hall or
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door or gtalircase whern*twu important persons arrive - the Judge
and Fitgmarshall, and then Fickwick himgelf., Thon a room for the
golicltors. A corridor or room in which the public can express
its opilnions, while tho court is adjourned. Thig should be rather
hidden, becauso at the samo time there is an important scene going
on in another room, botwoen the Judge and Fitzmarshall. A room in
which the Judge changes his clothes. A room in which the Judge
meata rickwick, perhaps thn gamge room,

In the Courtroom itself we need a plagn for the Judge,
a place for each of the iwo solicitors, and a place for the plain-
tiff and the defendant. If possible, the jury should be hiddun.
It is daylight, and it would be good to gsee the sky and straeet if
posaible. |

Sceene Vi The Prison:

This acene is to be shown in a very tragie, gloony,
and dark atmosphere. It ig the only scene which is dramatic.

We noed an entrance hall 6r a place-in which visitorsc come
to goe the prisonorg., The prisoners secem free to wender around -
there io a small raﬁh in which they buy drinks, like a canteen,
Another small room in which Pickwick sleeps - in additien to his
bed, there is a table under which ﬁnuthar'prisaner sleeps. Cells
or rooms in which we can distribute the other prisoners.

Tho impression must bo that it 1is a big casge, in whiech
everyone is going to die. The tragic soliloquy which cpeng the

gcene is given in full darkness., Staircases and corridors, where
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paoploe can be hidden very quickly. Vhen irs, Cardell is led in,
sho does not know it is a prison until she passegs through & door

which is shut after her, and the key turned in the lock.

scene VI: Mardla*s annion House:s

| ‘We gseo two rooms - Q big kitchon in which ilr, Vardle
ugually celebrates Chrisimag with?ﬁiu servanis, and which has an
ontrance from the gtreet. A small adjoining room in which iir.
Snodgrass ig hiddon, an@ out of which he cannot escape because thu
only door leads into tho kitchen. There is another dooxr which lir.
Pickwick openg to admit Winkﬁ§_and Arabella, There must be a place
on the staircase where Pickwick meets Sam's father,

The scene beging in a very gloomy mood, because of Ara-
bella‘'s diﬁappaaranco. but thoe more it goes on the-more gay it be-
domes, and we end with the lighted Christmas treo. It must end wlth
a good happy Christmas feceling in tho Dickens sense.



