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ogsonsg to Teachers

LESSOH 1IIX

QUALITIES NECESSARY FOR THE TEACHER
VYakhtangov

QUALITIES HECESSARY FOR THE TEACHER1

Firat Condition: If you are tcaching, you must be
active. You nusot not give the impression of activity, you
nust ba active, Tho tcacher nust radiateo action, You must
not form habits -~ you nust be active all the time. The pupils
wil)l look to tho tcachor for inspiration. The teachor muat
speak with pewore

Ag & tcachor, you mugt be (1) active, (2) ziving,
(3) you nust cater tho roon as a teachers Prepare your entranco.
When you croas tho threnhold, you must be already concontratoed

on giving with ag much love as you can feol,

There aro two ways to gpealk to pupils: (1) From
intellect to intollect, (2) From ono's whole being to another
whole beinge The intellectual way tends to make ono speak
more quickly. In our school we must fight this Znglish habit
to live with tho hecad or brain only. In our lessons we must
emphapizo tho opeaking and behaviour and the contact with our
being. Therofore, you must try to speak to your puplls nmore
slowly and with your whole being.

For the Enzlish it will not be quite comforiable at
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first, and thoy will be impatient. But it does not matter.
They must get this new habit in ordor to get something, and
thoy nmust bo willing to walt until you have thenm the next
sontonces Thoy mugt work out the thoughts you give then at
tho sano nomonte That 4o why I an agdinst tho pupils taking
notoes in cleag, because it means that thoy connot react with
thelir wholo boing; they can only rcact with their brains,

The teacher nmust alvayo be a little slovor than the
pupils want. Try to speak ag if from your wholc being.
Practico will make thio posolilble. You mustudovelop 1t and
find it in yourcalfs, Fron this feeling you got ono vory
irportant thinge For cxomplo, if you are tolling the students,
thoy must dovolop thoir powors of attontion, You nmust feel
your gentenco and your thought ac ono whole thing, which ic
goparated from the ono which went bofore and the cne which
followo. You nust foel that you aro giving your pupils really
formed things. Your thoughto must be in clearly geoparated,

complaeto formo, like esquare blockss You give your sontonces

ag 2 _thinz formods I¢ will only bo possidble if you try to

speak with all your being and if you try to speak slowly.
Iragine that you have told us the first part of your

gspaechs We havo tried to do the exerciso. Now continuc.

Give us slowly and clearly things ingtead of thoughta,.
You mugt direct the student and tell him what to

look for. You must ask him to be attentive to the form,
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color, quality, chape, texture, relation, etce. By being
attentive, we nmoan knowing all about the object. You must
toach them how to undorstand what concentration isce You
must always try to be very honeot with yourself so that you
can racognize when the studonto begin to bo more attentive.
You rugst always be inwvardly warn towards your pupils. 1If
you are really teaching with your whole boing, you will
undorstand 2t once whother your students have understood you
or not by their facos and actlons.

You muot always fee) what is going on in your pupils,
This io nmost importante That wac part of the greainess of
vakhtongov,~ he wag always gith you on the stage, and it vas
a real joy to work with him. Tho actor or the student knows
when the dircetor or toachor ig in hinm and with him., Iou
mugt always lcad your pupilos They want To be le¢d;iand they
come to you for guldonco.

Humor 1o necescary at momonto, and it is alwaygo
advantageous for the teachor to move about a little during
tho logoon, It will root the pupils and provides a slight
brealke Your intonation is very imporiante £lther finish
your gcntences definitely attho conclusion of a thought or
statenment, or lead from one to anoiher until the thouzht is
finigheds The first stop in the student®s development lso
to see and to hear clearly. "Feoling" will come lator.

Propares (1) The logical succesglion of all tho
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exercigses which are ziven you, Try to find the right ﬁrdar
for them. First the more simple, then the more difficult.

Tou nmust find the ordor of succession of the ideas in the
leggonse (2) Think over all the qualities which a teacher
mugt have and try to give somo lesgons out loud. Try to train

yourgelf in thio way,.



