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THE POSSESSED by DOSTOYEVSKY

Thé'hintoricﬁl“ﬁdéhgrﬂun& and coma of
tho' ideas undorlying the play ag described by
Eugeno Sonmoffe
(Iire Snﬁuff ﬂaid he would endnavnr to outline
zamnthlng of tho Ruvnluticnnry Moveonent in Rugsia in rela-

poee BAON 40 Thé Pﬂnﬂnﬂnnd.l

The Rusoian Hﬂvnluﬁinnary mavomant originated in

the French Revoelution at the cnd of tho aightnﬂnth centurye
”hc rmvnlutinnnry $deas which wero flourishing in Trance,

slowly penetrated all over Burope, ﬂnﬂ finally rodched Ruggin,

wvhero tho firut ruvoluuionariﬂn Wore ncnunrﬂ of tho arigto-
cracy and the nogt hlghly.cdqcatcd paople of tho timo.
Cgtherinn'thﬂ Grﬁaf carricd out many liﬁﬂfai idens as tho
runultfuf'hnr infcnﬁﬁ cnrraﬂpﬂndencu‘with ANy chnch 1ibvoral
thinkers such ag vﬁltuirq._zﬂur-immcﬂinto entourage cdopted
some of the neow ideds and thoso ideas finally spread through-
out the educated cibﬁ;uﬂ of Ruggia,.

Thﬁ firﬂt ﬁutburﬂflaf rovoluticn in Rugsia hopponed
about thirty—fivn yn&rn aftor the French Revolution anoeng
nembexrs of the vcrﬁ ﬂalccﬁ Inperial Guarxd, whn'wuntcd to
anoliorate tho uituatinn.nf the peagants and niddla classes,
Two 1llegal societies wore formed among the members of the,
Imperial Guard, one in the North ond the other in tho Souti.,
quite independently.

At that time the Czar Alexendor I died - he had
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.hﬁﬁﬂhnn ho dicd. hin hruthnr. Hichﬁlﬂﬂ i. hucnna Cuor.
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been rather liberal at the beginning of his reigh and had
vanted to giva nﬂmn'freodﬂn to tﬁc‘govnrnmnnt. but ﬁndur tho
influencu of rcactiunnry gavornorﬂ. he changed hiﬂ mind and
regardleso uf tho. advica ﬂf hin noro brilliunt uldau. ho’
docided not to givu the Cunﬂtitutinn tu thu Huzuian pooplo.

Nichﬂlﬂﬂ hnﬁ hoon bruught up in an’ entiroly diff-
ﬂrentlntmnnphcru frnn hiﬂ hrnther~uha'wua thc fnvuritu grand-
child nf Cnthurina the Gruat - nutﬂido thu Cﬂurt 1n purnly
military cireluu. Hn hnd not the ﬂli@htea idcu ﬂf thu nev

“wlibaral movumﬂnﬁu nmd wag aguinut it buth by'natura and edu=-

entiun. During hiu reign tho tun ﬂaciutinﬂ took thig oppor-
tunity to nturt 2 vary unnll ruvoluﬁiunary movnmenﬁ. Thoy
deecided the timo had cone to go bnfnra tho Csar and ack for
& Congtitution for the Hunniﬂn panplu. i“hny brought thnir

reginents and preﬂcnted thair damﬂnﬂﬂ to tho Czar for freedon

and for liberation of tha ﬂﬂrfs. Thiﬂ raﬂ'caﬂily put dovn by
the nilitary forces of hichnluﬂ I. and their léadurn'wuru
ccndemned to hard labor or nxncutud.

Tho wholﬂ mo?amunt wag ﬂupprquﬁud.*hﬁt it wao
breving anceng tha middlo classoes ﬂnd.fhﬂ yoy£éer people and
students of the universities and gymnnniumﬂ.' aftﬁr a reac-
tionary parind of twenty or thirty yearg, the ruvolutiﬂnary
mnvamcnt ﬂturted to ghow itﬂnlf again, onpeciﬂlly among the

;intallectual clagses and men of the liberal profeasions,
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Those who adopted tho new creed were puro idealists = they
did not pursue any personal cim in.trying to spread thelir ideas
anong the lower clasges because they bolieved they vwere the
advnﬁcc guard bringihg'thair idean uhich‘ﬁould-live after
thaﬁ and which would hring frecdon and hatﬁar ideas of living
far theo 150 millfon peoplo of Ruunia, of whon 80 purucnt'uuru
complatuly'illiturntnt- |
Puuﬂla wan o puraly.ngriculturnl country. and.
ﬁhorufnre. thn percentagc of tha prolutnrint vas vary snalle
At the samo tine a ﬂinilnr aeionti”ic npproach tn 1ihoral
idenn wag being madeo in G&rm_ny'nnﬂ.in.England. and a sci-
entific doctrine uf Suciulinm wan hningrwnrhuﬂ aut. partiou-
lurly-in tho writings of Karl Lanx, who ran.n philcsopher-and
_iduallnt but a vory impracticnl can, Hiﬂ fnlluwnrﬂ tried to
improva hiu iduas and to adapt tham to locol conditions,
In Rugsic, Karl Harx's, 1dcn wore divided into two
| gruupn - puro Baciul Demoerats who followed hin entirely. and
Sccial Revnlumionistu - two lurgo bcﬂicn-nf idnnliﬂtn whn
tried to carry on his ideas and apply then %o ?ho life of
. Eho tine. ' Tho Sacinl.nemucrata wore & kind of'abstrhct R
thinkorg who tricd to diﬂrngurd the actual and specific con-
ditiong which oxisted in Ruzain and which were quite diffor-
ent %o conditions exlsting in other countries, In Germany,

for inatance, over fifty percent of the lowor clﬂsﬂuu'wnra ‘

purae pruletﬂriat. forty percent agricultural, and ten parcent
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"whito collar" workers. i

Therefore, the idenlﬁ-uf Kerl larx, his purely
Scientific approach %o £he prﬁhlem1 Wors not ﬁccaptnd by the
large majarity of Ruﬂbiun Suciﬂliﬂtq 1n¥$ﬁb1r-pufd quﬁ. but,
thcy'wura'chingcﬂ lh accordanca wiﬁhiﬂuﬁﬁiﬁnﬁnae@n; For
instance, tho bacis of the Rovolution in France, Germany,
and ‘America vasg the prnlﬂtariat. o clnﬂn which.wnm intoreated
1n.nﬂthing but ita ovmn well-bcingq In Rusocio thn mnjurity or
thc paoplﬂ Were peacanto or formors end ﬂtriatly individual-
igtic, with thoir owm proporty; thoir own hQUGEE. and they

did not bﬂliavn in communal sharing.
Thiﬂ phase of the Russian 1ifo wag taken by the

Rusoion Rovolutiontots who said thﬁt'Rusuinhffrd&dﬁﬂchuld
bu‘gﬁinﬂdiﬂnly if'thn'pcaénntﬁ became the masters of the
egrth"aﬁd evorything which wag producaﬁ'by'thb exrth., Thoy
ﬂnid.thntlfﬁctbriaﬂ; uhopq. and ﬁli athﬁr in@tiﬁutinnn’which

ﬂ,_,.#,.mmt&:';:'ﬂ'tcd in thn' citiuﬂ- mu:i‘t nd_‘t be the nain basic of Rugglan

1ifa but muut ba ﬂucundury. ”hﬁrefﬁrc. thny bznad all their

ruvoluﬁionury mﬂvcmnﬁt on thu peaﬂnnt. as-an individual, as

i, a.praprinﬁ&r. Thcy-urgucd that if a. mnn.cnuld wor twcnt&

”GerU, hu cauld hn?u theom, but tho man who hud & hundrod

.“acrﬂn anﬁ rcntﬂﬁ thom nust bo. dnstroyedu e i

‘The Social Revolutienists went to tho rural popiae
tion and explﬂinnd'theirjwrﬂﬁgﬂ to them, while the  Socinl

Domocrats went to the cities and factories and did the samo
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ﬁhing. Thny wuru. of courae, purﬂncuted and exiled, but thu

ihvnluﬁiﬂniutﬂ bocﬂmu ﬂtrcngor*und ﬂtrangnr and dacided to

'”L”avcngn ﬁhﬂir ﬂomrgdns by f£ighting the gavurnnunﬁ with tholr

ovm weapon by forco and ﬁurrariﬂm; “hny argued that if thoy
torrarisﬂd tha muﬁburﬂ‘ﬂf ﬁﬁd Caar'so gavornﬂﬁnt. they would
not unly'hu mora. 1cnicnt. but no cna would ba willing to
aceept tha pcnt of 2 gavarnor bacauuo thny*unuld bo rin?ing
thnir-livcu at tho hzndu of the anolutianiﬂtnn g

- All €hisc wuﬂ vury*nubln and very clﬂau.in itﬂ ari-

1nnl intcntiﬁn. hut ag ﬂlwaya happena, thu nrlginal ideaﬂ
bncama dﬂgﬁnarnﬁod by rcn'ulthout sexuploo, and with n.daﬂira
for pnuer; Hanrwha dogired %6 zivo cnmﬂnndu. ragurdlcnn of
what L% coot or huw they fchioved thoir ains,: Thoy had a
uurtnin.ain'which thﬁy nuat achelve, and ovary ncnnn good or
bad must bo employed to atiain 14. Thoy trind to undornine
tho otrueture and tho pillurﬂ-nnlwhlch.thc soclety of Russin
exioted at that tinme - the autocratic. government of the Coax,
the Rugoian rnligiun, and the fﬂmily; Thoy ptartced teaching
tho young puapla that roligion wag the “opium®™ of +ho paople
and thnt-any'kind of governmont vag against the normal law of
mane They caid that the nnigalﬂ 11ch happily wlthout govern-
ment 80 why should man bo furéad to hé#ﬂ'it. They proved
that therﬂ wvags no abgsolute knuwledgn about tho oxiatence of -
God, and, therefora, there was no roliginn. and there nugt

not he because it wag retrogressive. Tho family. they saig,
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vag a small government of ita own. Why should a father havo

any right over a gen who did no% ask to be borne. Therafore,

gvaryono wag frece

. This taaching brought ﬁury bad regults in the general
Lﬁamln ﬁf the. young puopln fur Uhun 'thnrc wag nothing cacrod,
The Lntin word “nihilﬁ or nothing, wag uged and from 4hig
gpread tho philosophy of “Hihillﬂn“ - %the daninl of eva:ything.
uvurything;parmlﬂsihlo. nvurything guud &P it was good for

you, rugurdlcnn uf whﬂﬁ it did %o ntharﬂ. Suna af the people

who were uducnted in thﬁﬂ way'werﬂ 1dnulistn. but thu.m:jority
of then, 11Ru verkuvcnnhi.'wera mcn uha hnd tha urgu %o con-
pcmmr. |
o Uhﬂn tho twn uriginnl 1dcalictic novenente degonori-
tod in thiﬂ way, the thinLingrmindﬂ in Russia tricd to gho

*tu uvaryoﬁo what lay buhinﬂ thio uu-culled liberal novencnt.

Ono of +the grdﬂﬁuﬂt thtnknrﬂtnu Bnatnynvﬂkxu and ho approachod
thig fuhjnot in.rany 02 his writings, and purticulu&ly in

The Posgossed. He took ag a bauiﬂ for thﬁ novel actual hap-

ronings in Moscow, ﬂuch ag thu killing of Shatov. While

Stavrogin was an invenund purﬂcnulity. hn hags many of tho

traits of ruvnlutiunary'lnadara'uhn existcd at thﬂt tino,

vﬂrknvenski io almos t a portrait of one of tho wbll-knnun
revnlutinnurieﬂ Wwho oven crcntcd a wholn school of men who
knﬂw unly ann thing - dentruy nvnrything it it suitﬂ you, and
every means becomes legltimate 1f you now how to apply thon.
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At the prencnt tine we have d Etrang example of
the degenﬂrﬂtinn of tho idnalintic novenent in Ruseia, in
1Stalin and tha precont regine, Stnlin claing to-ba a

| Social Denmoeratic Bolghevik, but all hig untiﬂnn dcny avary
principla of hiﬂ mnntar Lcﬁin. who hinﬂelfnnu a greatly
-degenaruted tnachﬂr af Sﬂniﬂl Dcmucratic philnnapny. But
thcy cannut survlvn - nﬂ ﬂith.vnrhovenski. 1ifa uill nat

,w.ibring tha reﬂﬁlta#whioh thny nxpcct..
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