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Michael Chokhov dJune 8, 1938

SUCGESTICHS FOR Al ARTICLE AROYUT MICHAEL CHEXHCV:
Stanislavsky - Rudolf Steiher
MyC.  About the personality of the porson \Hichael
Chakhﬁ{] I'ﬁﬁuld gimply state that he was the :pupil of Stanig-
lavaky, and latoer:was & ieader 6f the lMoscow Art Second. I
would confine this so that it is not a description of the
pﬁfﬂﬂn but rather o desgcription of the Method. 1he Methoad
mugt Be descriﬁud abselutely, I would cut down o all the
things about the pefgunwﬁut ahngﬁ;ihc Mathod I quite agreeo
with what hag besan writ%én.-,it iﬁ.better to~hava the things
gaid about tho peorsgon in an nbjnctiﬁﬂ,-dry'way' |
There are two pointa I would clarify: 1, Tho
moaning of the sound - in connectlon with the speech method -
this ig taken entiroly from Dr. Steiner, The question is |
should we mention his neme or not rofer to it? TFor ny part
I would like to mentlion him, because I bteliove hig speech
method 1ig renlly gonething for the future world., 2. About
the reference to "tho whole body"., ~orhaps this is too
audicnco
specialsy porhapg tho readers vwould have a funny feeling about
this phrasge.
&. Shdanofi: I agrec with ¥r. Chekhov. iHe is
quite right. I would aay-much_marﬂ in the introduction,
but in a different style - in a biographical style. Ag it
is it ig a 1ittle too personal. That is the result which
the readers nust feel. 7he reference to “the gifted child“_ |
1g too 1ittle; I would descride nuch more, but in a biagfﬁbﬁfﬁél

way. (Here thore wag a reforence to F.A. Markov and hig
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1. Chekhov Juae 8, 1928

"Tha Firgt Studio =~ Sullarzhitaky-ﬁachktanguv-ﬁchﬂkhnv“.)

1, Chokhov: IXIf you doscribe my nath to the theatre,
1t is inmpossible to nisa the point where I met Dr. itudolf
Steiner, Stanislavoky was tho beginning, then I passed .on
to Dr. Steiner's ideas, and the mizmture of Dr. Stokner and
Staniglavsky hasg given nme certain grounds for my Mothod,

IT I do not nention Dr, Steiner it 1lg ag if I want to avoig

~ the mogt impor+tant thing, 'I cannot deny it. Dr, Stelner is

organically thore. You might say that after Michael Chekhov
left Tugsia, he had experiences in different countries, .
trying to get gone ideassabout the Suropean theatre; and he

wag drevn more and more to the idea of Dr, Steiner., This

"throefold experienco of tiussia, the European theatre, and B,

teiner, which influenced his whole life, led him to the

results which he rnow callg his Moethed. Stanislavaky, tho
Buropean theatre, and Dr. Steinor who hag influenced his vwhole
world outlook.

7+ Shdanoff: For flve years llchagl Chokhov direcctod
tha second “ogeow Art Theatres he oreated mary of his mogt
important parts in the iHoseow Art Theatre and wag not only
trairned there. He became the director of the Second 3loscow
Art Theatre in 1923 and wag with it until 1928, when he wont
to Berlin ang to ilax Reinhardt.

vrs. Elmhirat: lHow much about Dr, Steiner do you

wish to meation?
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iy Chekhov June 8, 1938

e Ghekhnv: Yerhapg we could say that Dr. Steiner
influenced tho vhole of ichael Chekhov's belng, so that in
tho light of Dr. Stedner's teaching he hag created his Method,
without gziving deteils ag to how or by what neans. It must
e touched in a big broad way, Without nentioning any spcéinl
points, The artiele nust not be intimete or teo much in the

s8tiyle of a diary.



