Address of Rev. Wm.J. Harrison (age 90) given at the Centennial Conference
June 28th, 1956 - 8 P.M. - at Ontario Chapel - 363 McDougell Street, Windsor. "Origin
of B.M.E. Church in Canada.

I am thankful to Almighty God for the privilege of standing before you
tonight to talk to you. I may not be with you to celebrate the next centennial so
I shall do all I can now.

Among the unsung heroes of our times is the name of Wm. Wilberforce,
English Philanthropist end statesman, born August l4th. - 1759 and elected to the
British Parliament in 1789. He asked for the abolition of slavery by Parliament in
1797 - 98 but gained no success at that time. Later on, his friend Wm. Pitt became
Prime Minister of England and sent Wilberforce to Jamaice in compeny with two others
to gain first hand information on the slave traffic. He found conditions deplorable
and said if God should spare him to get back to England he would do all in his power
to wipe out slavery. In 1798 Lord Woodsley declared that if any man put his foot on
English shores he would be free end introduced the second Bill in 1812 - 14. By
1832 Pitt had a majority in the House of Lords, presented the Bill for the third
time and it passed in 1833. Wilberforce died, killed by accident with a horse on
July 28th., 1833, four days before the passing of the Bill. It was regrettable he
didn't live to see the fruits of fourty-four years labour. The Bill signed by King
Wm. 1V freed 800,000 slaves throughout the British Empire. In the United States
four million slaves heard - how - nobody knows - the old folks used to say somehow
or t'other. Remembering the words of Woodsley - migration to Canada began. They
came from Mississippi, Alabama, N & S Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky, Arkanseas,
Missouri and Virginia. In 1860 the highest number of Coloured peoples in the Dominion
of Caneda between Nova Scotia and Ontario was from 45 - 60 thousand. 25,000 crossed
the Detroit river among them my Mother and Father. They were coming to get my sister
Liza in the morning so my Father and Mother left in the night. Their migration was
greater than that of the Children of Israel from bondage for, it is writtep God led
them by pillar of fire by night and our forefathers had only a star. In 1848 Mother
and Father Cooper and 38 more crossed the Detroit river on the ice. Some went around
the lakes following the Indian Trails and every place there was a settlement they
built a House of God. Many crossed at Amherstburg and were received by friends
named Renkin on these shores at the Elliott House. All famous people have a monument
built to their memory.,K Our church is a monument to those slaves who came and built
it. Other churches were build in Amherstburg, Sandwich, Gelgal New Canaan, Sacksville
Puce, Pleasant Valley, Buxton, Simcoe, Chathem, Chatham Township, 7th. Concession
Dresden, Owen Sound, Collingwood, Orellia, Perth, London, Lucan, Ingersoll, Stratford,
Woodstock, Brantford, Guelph, St. Catherines, Drummondville, Niagara Falls, Fort Erie
and Toronto. Upper and Lower Canade became a Dominion on July lst, 1867 ~ I am old~r
then the Dominion having been born in 1866 and wish somebody would celebrate my =~
birthday as we do Dominion Day (smile). In 1856 a man appealed to the A.M.E.
Conference in the United States to name this Canadian collection of churches the
British Methodist Episcopal Church of Canada. This permission was granted on Sept.
30th. 1856 and en American Bishop named Willis Nazrey soon afterwoods beceme the
first bishop of the British Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada. The house now
occupied by Mr. Wm. Clay was the first B.M.E. parsonage in Windsor. Soon it was
decided to build a brick church, land was purchaesed under the trusteeship of Reynolds °
Wylie, Washington and Franoy. In 1883, Disney started a movement to return to the
American group but wes soon squelshed.



Our own first Bishop or General Superintendent as they came to be after-
wards was Walter Hawkins. He visited Queen Victoria in Englend and preached in
Westminster Abbey. He was also a great singer and at the conclusion of the service
was asked by one of the Lords in what university he had been educated. He replied
the school of adversity and hard knocks was my teacher. I have had the honour to
see and know every bishop we have hed from Nazrey Hawkins, Charles Washington,
Sammy Drake, Herbert Wright, J.T. Dawson, T.H. Jackson to the present one Rev. F. O.
Stewart. From 1759 to 1956 many years has rolled into eternity and the church has
withstood every storm and criticism. She still stands firm because she is founded
on the Rock, Christ Jesus. I have been in the church 83 years of my 90. Mother
made us go to church and Sunday School. I have no regrets only wish the modern
parents would imitate the o0ld patriarchs. We have had a glorious past because our
parents held on to God and gave us this building brick and mortor put together by
their own hands with water from the Detroit river where we may sing, Praise God
From Whom all Blessings Flow.

From notes of Louis Rock taken at the Meeting.
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