BOOMER HARDING- ONE GREAT GUY

CHATHAM- Ask anyoouy here awvout Wilfred (Boomer; Haraing ana
they'll telili you e Mau wWUO uellvered mail o theirudoors for 55
years is one 01 Tue IllesT Auman velngs they've ever iicT.

Compassionave. wever amn uunkiund word, they say- unassuming. LOVes
u0gs arna kKkius. vutwardly ifriendly and inwaruiy shy. Nice iau. mvery-
boay says Boomer narding 1s a gentlcman.

rew people nere, huwever, rarely mention Boomer's standing as
one 0L Lhe city's most outstanuing avuleies over Iour deCadeS...even
L Kknowing his pasement 1s a virtual sports nall of iame.

more tuan oU trophies, three poxXes Ol newspuper clippings anu an
enu wall smotnereu witn Chenille crests, meuals anu piciures 0L teams
ne playea 1or, confirm uis athletlc prowess.

ANnyoue woulu e Iiatiered to be sO accoratea. 10 Boomer Hardiug
nawever, tne mcmoravalia i1s simply Tual. memeries. Good oues Pau
ones. neminuers oniy of tue iun ne nau anu tuc lasting friendsuips
ne uevelopeu over 40-plus years oI compeuvl vliOui.

ah, tnere's a greauv ol* photo. rhe 1954 Coloreu all-staes vasc-
ball teauw— Chathaw's first untario cuawpions.

4Tt was strictiy a fum tning wiwa veam,* Boomer said. ~There was
uo TV in those days. rew people nad rauios anu garuly anybody wuo
grew up iu tue east ena arounu Stirling rark had a car. 1f a young
fella aidu't get nimsekf into baseball ne generally got himseif
invo jail. 1the game was a kinu of release from 1t ali for most of
us. Gosh, wunat a greatv time wWe Hau..e"

The colored aAll-Stars operateu on a financial shoestring.

we had even less than thnat,~ Boomer said. “We haa to go on ihe
roau amne Sort Ol barnstorm across the provinge.To pick upenough
meney to buy our bats. we were an all colored team, of course and
something of an attraction ifrom that standpoint but we hau an ex-
ceptionally goou team T0O.

¥ We travellea in borrewed cars and maybe witnout knowing it even
stolen cars. 1 don't know. Alot ot the trips were maade with tue whole
team riaing in the vack of a wraylor's Mili flour pxmxkxmg truck. we'd
go anywhere, anytiue for a ballgame.... and a aollar or two.-

Earl (Flat) Chase, von East washington, a leithanded thira
baseman by tne name of xing Terrelli ana von Taborn were tne acknow-
ledged stars. uldtimers in the area contena these Iour nad major
league potential. None of them were ever considerea, of course, be-
cause olacks were barred from playing with the pros.

“Wehad an exunibitiob game one day against a vetroit team which
incluue several of the Tigers," Boomer said. “When the Detroit manager
found out we were colored he threateneu vo call ofi the game. Luckily
he found out one of our players was an inaian chap by the name oI
Wally Shognosh. At that the vetro.t manager said we'd better all be
Indians in a hurry or his guys wouldn't take the fielu. SO...I0r a
aay we were Llndian." -

Flat was unquestionably the most gifved player 1n the country at
the time. His batting feats are legeudary from Detroit to rematan-
guisnine.

“If you were 1in welland voday and tola anybody you were Lrom
Chatham, the first tning they'd tell you woula be about the nomerun
Blat uit there one aay." Bommer said. "It was one of my greate-t
moments because L was on Iirst base when he nit 1t. The ball not only
cleared tue right field fence, it clearea a builaing way behind the
ience. People in wellana later salu the ball enuca up downtvown. Flat
was tne most gifted nitter i've ever seeu. lhere's no question 1n
anybody's mina who ever saw him that he would have been a major

cont's.
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