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Course/Subject: Social Studies/Language Arts 

Grade Level: 5 

Topic:  The Chatham Coloured All-Stars and Racial Discrimination 

Estimated Time: 4 – 5 x 35 minute periods 

 

Curriculum Expectations  

Social Studies 
 
B1.2 Students will create a plan of action to address a social issue of local, provincial/territorial, and/or national 
significance, specifying the actions to be taken by the appropriate level (or levels) of government as well as by 
citizens. 
B3.1 Students will describe the major rights and responsibilities associated with citizenship in Canada. 
B3.7 Students will describe some different ways in which citizens can take action to address social and 
environmental issues.  
 
Language Arts 
 
Oral Communication 
 
1.2 Students will demonstrate an understanding of appropriate listening behaviour by adapting active listening 
strategies to suit a variety of situations, including work in groups. 
1.3 Students will identify a variety of listening comprehension strategies and use them appropriately before, 
during, and after listening in order to understand and clarify the meaning of increasingly complex oral texts.  
1.4 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the information and ideas in increasingly complex oral texts in 
a variety of ways.  
1.6 Students will extend understanding of oral texts by connecting, comparing, and contrasting the ideas and 
information in them to their own knowledge, experience, and insights; to other texts, including print and visual 
texts; and to the world around them. 
2.4 Students will use appropriate words and phrases from the full range of their vocabulary including inclusive and 
non-discriminatory language, and stylistic devices appropriate to the purpose and context, to communicate their 
meaning accurately and engage the interest of their intended audience.  
 
Reading  
 
1.1 Students will read a variety of literary texts and informational texts. 
1.2 Students will identify a variety of purposes for reading and choose reading materials appropriate for those 
purposes. 
1.3 Students will identify a variety of reading comprehension strategies and use them appropriately before, 
during, and after reading to understand texts. 
1.4 Students will demonstrate understanding of a variety of texts by identifying important ideas and some 
supporting details. 
1.5 Students will make inferences about texts using stated and implied ideas from the texts as evidence. 
2.3 Students will identify a variety of text features and explain how they help readers understand texts. 
3.1 Students will automatically read and understand most high-frequency words, many regularly used words, and 
words of personal interest or significance, in a variety of reading contexts. 
3.2 Students will predict the meaning of and rapidly solve unfamiliar words using different types of cues. 



 
Writing 
 
1.1 Students will identify the topic, purpose, and audience, and form for writing.  
1.2 Students will generate ideas about a potential topic, using a variety of strategies and resources. 
1.3 Students will gather information to support ideas for writing, using a variety of strategies and a range of print 
and electronic resources.  
1.4 Students will sort ideas and information for their writing in a variety of ways. 
1.5 Students will identify and order main ideas and supporting details and group them into units that could be 
used to develop several linked paragraphs, using a variety of strategies.  
2.1 Students will write longer and more complex texts using a variety of forms.  
2.2 Students will establish an appropriate voice in their writing, with a focus on modifying language and tone to 
suit different circumstances and audiences.   
2.6 Students will identify elements of their writing that need improvement using feedback from the teacher and 
peers, with a focus on specific features. 
2.7 Students will make revisions to improve the content, clarity, and interest of their written work, using a variety 
of strategies.  
2.8 Students will produce revised, draft pieces of writing to meet identified criteria based on the expectations 
related to content, organization, style, and use of conventions.  
3.1 Students will spell familiar words correctly. 
3.2 Students will spell unfamiliar words using a variety of strategies that involve understanding sound-symbol 
relationships, word structures, word meanings, and generalizations about spelling. 
3.3 Students will confirm spellings and word meanings or word choice using several different types of resources. 
3.4 Students will use punctuation to help communicate their intended meaning. 
3.5 Students will use parts of speech appropriately to communicate their meaning clearly. 
3.6 Students will proofread and correct their writing.  
3.8 Students will produce pieces of published work to meet identified criteria based on the expectations related to 
content, organization, style, use of conventions, and use of presentation strategies.  
 
 

 

What will students be able to do?  

Students will: 
 
□ use a few reading comprehension strategies before, during, and after reading to understand texts 
□ demonstrate an understanding of the article(s) 
□ analyse primary and secondary sources  
□ complete vocabulary enrichment activities 
□ locate information in a text 
□ gather and organize information about the racial discrimination experienced by the Chatham Coloured All-Stars 
□ edit their peer’s work 
□ use feedback to improve their letter 
□ write a letter with complete sentences and appropriate punctuation, grammar, and spelling 
□ include all required elements of a letter 
□ use vocabulary and terminology related to the unit of study 
□ communicate their ideas and information in a clear, coherent, and respectful manner 
□ determine reasonable actions to be taken in response to racial discrimination 



 
How will students be evaluated? 
 
A checklist rubric will be used.    
 
 

 

Materials/Resources 
 

- primary and secondary sources (articles and photos) 
- printable activities 
- computers (to type final draft of the letter) 
- dictionaries (for vocabulary activities) 

 
Prior Knowledge/Building Background 

 
Review: 
What is a primary source? A primary source is an original record from a specific time in history.  

Examples: 

 photographs, audio recordings, video recordings, films 
 journals, letters, diaries 
 speeches 
 scrapbooks 
 published books, newspaper and magazine articles published at the time 
 oral histories 
 records of organizations 
 autobiographies and memoirs 

What is a secondary source? A secondary source is a record written at a later time by people who did not witness 
the original event. An example would be an article about the championship-winning team written fifty years later.  

Inform students that they will be analysing primary and secondary sources from a long time ago. The sources will 
contain information about the Chatham Coloured All-Stars. 
 
It is beneficial for students to know that in the early 1800s, five Black families settled along McGregor’s Creek in 
the tiny town of Chatham, then known as “the Forks”. The village soon became a haven for runaway slaves who 
were escaping slavery and oppression in the United States. By 1850, a third of Chatham’s population was Black. 

Once here, Blacks in Chatham thrived in business, education, medicine, sport, and literary and cultural arts. News 
of their success attracted Blacks to the area from across North America. 

The history of Blacks in early Chatham is not only of local significance; the years of Black contribution and 
participation in Southwestern Ontario left a fundamental impression on the national landscape. 

 



 
Please visit https://ckbhs.org/ for further information on Black history in Chatham.  
 
It is important to note that the terms “coloured” and “negro” are no longer acceptable terms. “Black” and “African 
Canadian” are used to refer to Canadians of African descent. 
 

 
 

Teaching Strategies 
 
GETTING STARTED 
 
Students will fill out the first two columns of their K-W-L chart. Upon completion, they will discuss their responses. 
While discussing discrimination, inform students that they are going to learn about a successful Canadian baseball 
team who experienced racism.  
 
Pre-Teaching Vocabulary 
 
Students will complete the vocabulary matching exercise. 
 
Distribute the article “The Men of Summer,” an example of a secondary source.  
 
Before Reading 
 

What do you think the article will be about? 
Why do you think that? 
What do you know about the baseball team so far? 
Does anything on the pages remind you of anything you’ve done or anyone you know? 
What do you wonder? 

 
During Reading 
 

Have you ever heard of Jackie Robinson? 
What do you know about him? 
Is there anything you’re wondering right now? 
Why do you think some people discriminated against the members of the baseball team? 
Have you ever witnessed racism? 
Can you tell me what we’ve read so far? 

 
After Reading 
 

What is the main message of the article? 
What questions would you like to ask the team? 
Can you retell the article in your own words? 
What’s the most important thing to remember about the team? 
Does anything you read remind you of anything you’ve done or anyone you know? 
If a book was written about the team, what should it be called? 

https://ckbhs.org/


 
WORKING ON IT 
 
Students will complete the vocabulary activities and questions. They will use vocabulary words in a new context 
and answer questions about the article and their own experiences.  
 
 
CULMINATING ACTIVITY 
 
When the activities are completed, please review the assignment instructions with students.  Read the sample 
letter together as a class. Remind students that the purpose of the sample letter is to show proper structure and 
how to establish a voice with a respectful tone.  
 
Students are encouraged to read the other articles related to the discrimination experienced by the team. 
Students are required to complete a graphic organizer, write a first draft, and have their work edited by a peer 
before producing the final draft.  
 
The final draft of the letter will be typed and submitted. 
 
Students will complete the final column of their K-W-L chart.  
 
 
EXTENSION 
 
Students will create an action plan to address the racial discrimination that the Chatham Coloured All-Stars 
experienced. Worksheet and information is included.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Grade 5 Letter Writing Checklist Rubric 

Success Criteria  Beginning Developing Good Excellent 

I can describe discrimination and 
the ways that the Chatham 
Coloured All-Stars experienced it.  

    

I can describe specific and 
effective actions that should be 
taken to address racial 
discrimination.  

    

I can use a graphic organizer to 
generate ideas and organize 
information. 

    

I can write a clear purpose in my 
letter.  

    

I can express myself using a 
respectful tone. 

    

I can use vocabulary and 
terminology related to the unit of 
study. 

    

I can spell words correctly.  
 

   

I can use appropriate 
punctuation. 

    

I can use grammatical structures 
correctly.  

    

I can include a clear introduction, 
body, and concluding paragraph.  

    

I can include all required 
elements of a letter. 

    

Feedback 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Total: 



Discrimination 

K-W-L 
Name _________________________ 

 
               What do I 

        know about 
     discrimination? 

 
 
 

 
                   What do I  
                want to              

               know     
              about 

discrimination? 

 
           What did I 

          learn  
          about 
    discrimination? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

K W L 

 



The Men of Summer 
Name ___________________________ 

 
A. Complete the activity below. Match the words in the left column with 
the meanings in the right column by writing the correct letter in the middle 
column. Use a variety of different cues to help predict the meaning of 
each word.  
 

1. “racking my brain”  a) got better, improved 

2. to spew  b) to stay away from 

3. obscenities  c) to eject from the mouth 

4. consisting of   d) problems that make things difficult or 
impossible 

5. success  e) separated 

6. paralleled  f) offensive words 

7. unemployed  g) a person who dislikes others because 
they are different 

8. humour  h) to win a victory (over someone or 
something) 

9. progressed  i) to think very hard 

10. amiable  j) during 

11. racial prejudice  k) disliking others because of their skin 
colour 

12. segregated  l) made up of  

13. barriers  m) to shout insulting words 

14. throughout  n) does not have a job 

15. bigot  o) friendly 

16. to heckle  p) a good outcome 

17. to defeat  q) a funny quality 

18. to avoid  r) similar to  

 

 



B. Fill in the blanks with the correct vocabulary word. 

 

defeat  racking my brain          consists of       avoid           

progressed     humour  throughout 

amiable      unemployed  success 

 
 

1. I am trying to remember my password. I have been _________________ 
________________________ all day. 

2. I walked around the puddle to _________________ getting my new shoes wet. 

3. This book is so funny. There is a lot of ________________ in it. 

4. The new student is kind and thoughtful. He is very _____________________. 

5. After losing two games, our team finally experienced _____________________ when 
we won a game in overtime. 

6. My sister lost her job last year. She is ____________________________. 

7. ___________________________ the night, she tossed and turned because she was 
sick. 

8. At the beginning of the year, I could not read very well, but my teacher says 
that I have_________________________. 

9. My sandwich ______________________ _________ meat, vegetables, and cheese. 

10. Even though they are the best team, I still think we can ___________________ 
them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

C. Answer the following questions about the article. 

1. What is the title?  
2. When was it written?  
3. Who is the author?  
4. In which newspaper did 

it appear? 
 

5. In which section of the 
newspaper did it 
appear? 

 

6. What is the main 
message of the 
article? 

 
 
 
 



D. Circle the correct response.  

1. Why do you think the men on the baseball team were unemployed? 

a) they were lazy and didn’t want to work 

b) they were fired from their jobs 

c) they couldn’t get jobs because of their skin colour 

 

2. Even though the team faced many obstacles, they never gave up. What does 
this tell you about them? 

a) they were determined 

b) they were enthusiastic  

c) they were trustworthy 

 

3. The men on the team were discriminated against because of their 
_____________________. 

a) gender 

b) colour 

c) religion 

 

4. At the time, the Chatham Coloured All-Stars were just as good as the Detroit 
Tigers. 

a) true 

b) false 

 

5. The team changed their name to the Chatham All-Stars so that other teams 
would not know they were an all-black team. 

a) true 

b) false 

 



E. Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  

1. According to Encyclopaedia Britannica Kids, discrimination is defined as unfair 
treatment of one particular person or group of people. Usually the different 
treatment is because of the person's gender, religion, nationality, ethnicity 
(culture), race, or other personal traits. One of the rights for Canadian citizens is 
to live free of discrimination or prejudice (everyone is equal, no matter their 
race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, gender, age, or mental or physical 
challenges). In a paragraph, describe how the Chatham Coloured All-Stars’ rights 
were violated. (give three examples) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. At the end of paragraph 7, it says “they realized that they had to defeat 
more than a baseball team.” What do you think this means? In your own words, 
write a paragraph.  

 

 

 

 

 

3. Write about a time you experienced discrimination or witnessed someone else 
experience discrimination. 

 

 

 

 



Assignment  

You are going to travel back in time and write a letter as a concerned citizen to 
the Ontario Human Rights Commission. You are writing on behalf of the Chatham 
Coloured All-Stars, who have been refused service because of their skin colour. 
In your letter, you must explain the problem(s) and incidences, the grounds which 
protect the men, and specific actions that you would like taken by the OHRC. You 
will imagine that the Ontario Human Rights Code was in existence during that time. 
Please consult the Code and the articles to help you compose your letter. Please 
make sure to use a respectful tone.  

Ontario's Human Rights Code, the first in Canada, was enacted in 1962.  

The Code prohibits actions that discriminate against people based on a protected 
ground in a protected social area. 

Protected grounds are: 

 Age 
 Ancestry, colour, race 
 Citizenship 
 Ethnic origin 
 Place of origin 
 Creed 
 Disability 
 Family status 
 Marital status (including single status) 
 Gender identity, gender expression 
 Receipt of public assistance (in housing only) 
 Record of offences (in employment only) 
 Sex (including pregnancy and breastfeeding) 
 Sexual orientation. 

Protected social areas are: 

 Accommodation (housing) 
 Contracts 
 Employment 
 Goods, services and facilities 
 Membership in unions, trade or professional associations. 

For further information, please visit: 

http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/ontario-human-rights-code 
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/iii-principles-and-concepts/2-what-discrimination 

http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws_statutes_90h19_e.htm
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/ontario-human-rights-code
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/iii-principles-and-concepts/2-what-discrimination


Wednesday, January 26, 2017 

 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

My name is Anthony Ibrahim and I am a Canadian-born student living in Toronto. I am writing this 

letter to inform you about my experience at your restaurant on January 10, 2017. In addition, this 

letter is to notify you of actions I plan to take as a direct result of my visit to your restaurant.  

That evening, I ordered Chicken Parmesan with Spaghetti and Tomato Sauce. When the meal was 

served, I cut into the chicken and noticed that it was pink. I informed Vita, my waitress, about the 

chicken. She did not believe me until I showed it to her. 

I was promised a fully-cooked replacement meal. I expected the order to be the same, however, I 

was given a plate of Spaghetti and Meatballs with a Caesar Salad. Vita informed me that the 

meatballs were made of pork and beef. As a Muslim, I cannot consume pork. When I informed her of 

this, she rolled her eyes. I kindly asked her for the meal I had originally ordered. Again, she rolled her 

eyes. As she walked away, I overheard her say to a colleague “How about when you come to Canada, 

you eat like Canadians.” 

Forty minutes later, Vita returned with the Chicken Parmesan and Spaghetti with Tomato Sauce. The 

meal was delicious. After eating, Vita brought my bill. I was upset when I noticed that I was charged 

for two meals. Vita responded, “Our cooks made two meals for you, so you have to pay for both. You 

don’t get anything free in Canada.” I reminded her that I did not eat the Spaghetti and Meatballs nor 

the Caesar Salad, but she refused to remove the items from my bill. I paid for both meals and left.  

As a regular customer, I am disappointed with the service and the overall experience. The food was 

undercooked, I was given food I cannot consume, I was discriminated against, and I was charged for 

a meal I did not eat. Thus, I will no longer dine at your restaurant. In addition, I will be informing 

Toronto Public Health about the food safety issue and I am filing a claim of discrimination under the 

Human Rights Code with the Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario. It is my opinion that your wait staff 

requires further education about food safety, religious diet practices, discrimination, and respect. 

My rights were violated and I plan to take action so that this does not happen to any other patrons.  

 

 

Yours Respectfully, 

Anthony Ibrahim 
Anthony Ibrahim 

 
 
 

 



Introductory Paragraph (who are you? why are you writing this letter?)  
Greeting (Dear ______________:, To Whom It May Concern:, Dear Sir:, Dear Madam:)  
 
 
 
 
 
Idea #1 (use facts and accurate details) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Idea #2 (use facts and accurate details) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Idea #3 (use facts and accurate details) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Concluding paragraph/closing and signature (Sincerely, Regards, Yours Respectfully,) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use this page to organize your thoughts and ideas.  

Once this page has been completed, you are ready to write the first draft of your letter.  



 

Peer Editing Checklist 

Once you have finished writing the first draft of your letter,  
ask a classmate to use this checklist to review your graphic organizer and edit 
your first draft.  
 
The letter includes: 

date 

greeting 

introductory paragraph 

body (2-4 paragraphs)  

each idea has a separate paragraph 

important and accurate facts are included 

closing 

signature 

the organizer was used 

the writer used their own words 

the letter is written in logical order 

grammar, spelling, and punctuation is appropriate 

Comments: 

I liked how… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I think you should… Why did you...? 

 

Editor: 
________________ 

 

Writer: 
________________ 

 



Final Checklist 

Before you submit your:  

graphic organizer 

first draft of the letter 

peer editing checklist 

final draft of the letter 

 

Please use this checklist to make sure you have fulfilled all of the required 
elements.   

date 

greeting 

introductory paragraph 

body (2-4 paragraphs)  

each idea has a separate paragraph 

important and accurate facts are included 

signature 

the organizer was used 

the writer used their own words 

the letter is written in logical order 

grammar, spelling, and punctuation is appropriate 

all errors have been corrected 
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__________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 



Extension Activity 

With a partner, you will imagine that you are living during the era of the Chatham 
Coloured All-Stars. You will develop a plan of action to address the racial 
discrimination that the Chatham Coloured All-Stars are experiencing. They are 
denied employment opportunities, refused service at restaurants and motels, 
and they have to play on a segregated baseball team. They experience a lot of 
racism in their daily lives. The attitudes of some people towards Black Canadians 
are not positive.  

Your plan of action will educate others about the racial discrimination the team 
experienced and include effective and realistic actions that concerned citizens can 
take in an effort to combat racial discrimination. Your plan of action must also 
consider ways to promote cultural diversity and respect. 

 

Steps: 

1.  Identify the problem 

2. Think of possible solutions 

3. Make a plan of effective action 

4. Think of ways to implement and evaluate your plan of action 

5. Present your action plan to your peers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Anti-Racism Action Plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What is the problem?  What are some possible solutions?  

What can we do about it?  how will we know it’s a success?  



Additional Articles 

 

 



 

Answer the following questions about the article. 

What is the title?  
 

When was it written?  
 

Who is the author?  
 

In which newspaper did it 
appear? 

 

In which section of the 
newspaper did it appear? 

 

What is the main message of 
the article? 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Answer the following questions about the article. 

What is the title?  
 

When was it written?  
 

Who is the author?  
 

In which newspaper did it 
appear? 

 

In which section of the 
newspaper did it appear? 

 

What is the main message of 
the article? 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 



Grade 5 Answer Key 

A. 

1. i 

2. c 

3. f 

4. l 

5. p 

6. r 

7. n 

8. q 

9. a 

10. o 

11. k 

12. e 

13. d 

14. j 

15. g 

16. m 

17. h 

18. b 

B. 
1. racking my brain 
2. avoid 
3. humour 
4. amiable 
5. success 
6. unemployed 
7. throughout 



8. progressed 
9. consists of 
10. defeat  
 
C.  
1. c 
2. a 
3. b 
4. a 
5. a 
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