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Course/Subject: Language Arts (with a Social Studies focus) 

Grade Level: 4 

Topic:     The Many Achievements of Wilfred “Boomer” Harding 

Estimated Time: 4-5 x 35 minute periods 

 

Curriculum Expectations  

 
Oral Communication 
 
1.2 Students will demonstrate an understanding of appropriate listening behaviour by adapting active listening 
strategies to suit a variety of situations, including work in groups. 
1.3 Students will identify a variety of listening comprehension strategies and use them appropriately before, 
during, and after listening in order to understand and clarify the meaning of increasingly complex oral texts.  
1.4 Students will demonstrate an understanding of the information and ideas in increasingly complex oral texts in 
a variety of ways.  
1.6 Students will extend understanding of oral texts by connecting, comparing, and contrasting the ideas and 
information in them to their own knowledge, experience, and insights; to other texts, including print and visual 
texts; and to the world around them. 
2.2 Students will demonstrate an understanding of appropriate speaking behaviour in a variety of situations, 
included paired sharing and small- and large-group discussions.  
2.3 Students will communicate in a clear, coherent manner, presenting ideas, opinions, and information in a 
readily understandable form.  
2.4 Students will use appropriate words and phrases from the full range of their vocabulary including inclusive and 
non-discriminatory language, and stylistic devices appropriate to the purpose and context, to communicate their 
meaning accurately and engage the interest of their intended audience.  
2.5 Students will identify some vocal effects, including tone, pace, pitch, volume, and a range of sound effects, and 
use them appropriately and with sensitivity towards cultural differences to help communicate their meaning. 
2.7 Students will use a variety of appropriate visual aids to support or enhance oral presentations. 
 
Reading  
 
1.1 Students will read a variety of literary texts and informational texts. 
1.2 Students will identify a variety of purposes for reading and choose reading materials appropriate for those 
purposes. 
1.3 Students will identify a variety of reading comprehension strategies and use them appropriately before, 
during, and after reading to understand texts. 
1.4 Students will demonstrate understanding of a variety of texts by identifying important ideas and some 
supporting details. 
1.5 Students will make inferences about texts using stated and implied ideas from the texts as evidence. 
2.3 Students will identify a variety of text features and explain how they help readers understand texts. 
3.1 Students will automatically read and understand most high-frequency words, many regularly used words, and 
words of personal interest or significance, in a variety of reading contexts. 
3.2 Students will predict the meaning of and rapidly solve unfamiliar words using different types of cues. 
 
 
 



 
Writing 
 
1.1 Students will identify the topic, purpose, and audience, and form for writing.  
1.2 Students will generate ideas about a potential topic, using a variety of strategies and resources. 
1.4 Students will sort ideas and information for their writing in a variety of ways. 
2.1 Students will write short texts using a variety of forms.  
3.1 Students will spell familiar words correctly. 
3.2 Students will spell unfamiliar words using a variety of strategies that involve understanding sound-symbol 
relationships, word structures, word meanings, and generalizations about spelling. 
3.3 Students will confirm spellings and word meanings or word choice using several different types of resources. 
3.4 Students will use punctuation to help communicate their intended meaning. 
3.5 Students will use parts of speech appropriately to communicate their meaning clearly. 
3.6 Students will proofread and correct their writing.  
 
 

 

What will students be able to do?  

 

 Students will: 
 
□ use a few reading comprehension strategies before, during, and after reading to understand texts 
□ demonstrate an understanding of the story 
□ analyse primary and secondary sources  
□ complete vocabulary enrichment activities 
□ use new vocabulary words in another context 
□ locate words in a text 
□ gather and organize information about Wilfred “Boomer” Harding 
□ write complete sentences with appropriate punctuation 
□ communicate their ideas and information in a clear, coherent manner 

 

 
How will students be evaluated? 
 
Checklists will be used to assess students’ writing and oral communication.  
 
 
 

 

Materials/Resources 
 

- primary and secondary sources (articles and photos) 
- printable activities 
- coloured pencils, markers, crayons 
- construction paper 
- glue 

 



 
Prior Knowledge/Building Background 

 
Review: 
What is a primary source? A primary source is an original, first-hand record of a specific event or period in history. 

Examples: 

 photographs, audio recordings, video recordings, films 
 journals, letters, diaries 
 speeches 
 scrapbooks 
 published books, newspaper and magazine articles published at the time 
 oral histories 
 records of organizations 
 autobiographies and memoirs 

What is a secondary source? A secondary source is a record about an event or period in history that was produced 
afterward. It was not witnessed first-hand.  

It is beneficial for students to know that in the early 1800s, five Black families settled along McGregor’s Creek in 
the tiny town of Chatham, then known as “the Forks”. The village soon became a haven for runaway slaves who 
were escaping slavery and oppression in the United States. By 1850, a third of Chatham’s population was Black. 

Once here, Blacks in Chatham thrived in business, education, medicine, sport, and literary and cultural arts. News 
of their success attracted Blacks to the area from across North America. 

The history of Blacks in early Chatham is not only of local significance; the years of Black contribution and 
participation in Southwestern Ontario left a fundamental impression on the national landscape. 

Please visit https://ckbhs.org/ for further information on Black history in Chatham.  
 

 

Teaching Strategies 
 
 
GETTING STARTED 
 
Once students are familiar with primary sources, distribute a photo to each group. The students will examine their 
photo and complete the worksheet “Analysing Photographs.” At the end, students will share their photo and their 
responses with the class. 
 
Pre-Teaching Vocabulary 
 
Students will complete the vocabulary matching exercise.  
 
 

https://ckbhs.org/


 
Distribute the article “Hall of Famer champion in several sports” to students.  
 
Before Reading 
 

What do you think the article will be about? 
Why do you think that? 
What do you know about the individual featured in the article? 
Does anything on the pages remind you of anything you’ve done or anyone you know? 
What do you know about the images on the two pages? 
What do you wonder? 

 
During Reading 
 

In what ways are you similar to Boomer Harding? 
In what ways are you different? 
Is there anything you’re wondering right now? 
Why do you think Blacks weren’t allowed at public skating? 
Have you ever witnessed racism?  
Can you tell me what we’ve read so far? 

 
After Reading 
 

What is the main message of the article? 
What questions would you like to ask Mr. Harding? 
Can you retell the article in your own words? 
What’s the most important thing to remember about Boomer Harding? 
Does he remind you of anyone you know? 
How should he be remembered? 
What would have happened to Boomer Harding if there was no racism in sports at that time? 

 
WORKING ON IT 
 
Students will complete the vocabulary activities and questions.  
 
When activities are completed, students will be asked by the teacher to locate information on the page entitled 
“Here are some of Boomer Harding’s accomplishments.” For example, “In what year did Harding win a 
championship with the Vimy Signals?” 
 
Additional questions: 
 

What does this information tell us? 
In which sport did he win the most championships? 
In which sport did he win the least? 
Which accomplishment is his greatest? Why? 
What three things did you learn? 
What two things did you find interesting? 
What question do you still have? 



 
CULMINATING ACTIVITY 
 
Students will create a sports card for Boomer Harding. Please review the instructions. Students will use the article, 
additional primary and secondary sources, and the list of his accomplishments to help them complete the task. 
They will complete the graphic organizer before making the card.  Once the final copy is finished, students will 
glue the front of the card onto a piece of construction paper. On the back, they will glue the back side of the card. 
Students will present their cards to the class. 
 
EXTENSION 
 
Organize and analyse more primary and secondary sources and create captions for them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Boomer Knew How to Win 
Name __________________________ 

Match the words in the left column with the meanings in the right column by 
writing the correct letter in the middle column. Use different types of cues to 
help you predict the meaning of each word.  

1. to dash  a) an ability to do something very well 

2. to compete 

(competed) 

 b) to be very good at something 

3. to officiate  c) to ignore 

4. to excel (excelled)  d) a person who is recognized at a 

ceremony and becomes a member of an 

organization 

5. several  e) to be in charge at a sporting event 

6. inductee  f) to run in a great hurry 

7. success  g) many 

8. insults  h) an excellent outcome 

9. to shrug off  i) to take part in a contest 

10. a skill  j) rude words 

 

 

 

 



B. Use the vocabulary words to fill in the blanks.  

dash     compete  officiate   excelled    several 

inductee      success       insults    shrug off      skill 

 

1. She loves animals. She has ____________________ pets. 

2. He has _________________________ at math since he was young. 

3. My neighbour was upset because someone was yelling _________________________ 
at her. 

4. My uncle has a special _____________________: he can juggle with his eyes closed. 

5. Even though we are best friends, we have to _______________________ against 
one another in the race. 

6. The key to ____________________ is failing over and over again.  

7. The squirrel would ______________________ across the street if a car was 
coming. 

8. My mom has to _____________________ at my soccer game this weekend. 

9. The baseball player was a Hall of Fame ____________________________. 

10. To remain focused, I must _________________ ______________ any distractions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



C. Answer the following questions using complete sentences. 

1.  What is the title of the article? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the date of the article? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. In which newspaper did the article appear? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. In your opinion, of all the sports Boomer Harding played, which one do you 

think was his favourite? Why? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. Circle the correct response. 

5. Wilfred Harding’s ____________________ is Boomer.  

a) first name 
b) nickname 
c) last name  
 
6. What does the sentence “If you beat him, look out, because that was the 
only win you were going to get” mean? 

a) Boomer would quit if he lost. 
b) If Boomer lost, he would work hard until he beat his opponent.  
c) Boomer’s opponent would not want to compete against him again. 
 



Here are some of Boomer Harding’s accomplishments:  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 beginning in 1933 at age 17 and played 
for more than 20 years 

 1934 Chatham Coloured All-Stars 
(Ontario championship – first all-Black 
team to accomplish this) 

 1939 Chatham Coloured All-Stars -
Championship finalists 

 1948 Chatham Hadley Lumber team – 
Champions 

 1957 Blenheim Braves – Championship 
finalists 

 competed for a total of six Ontario 
baseball championships 

 

 beginning in 1931 while in high school 
 1934-1935 - Chatham Vocational 

School - WOSSAA champions 
 1935-1936  - Chatham Vocational 

School - WOSSAA champions 
 1943-1944 – London Army Team – 

OHA Intermediate champions 
 1945-1946 – Canadian Army Group 
 1945-1946 – Petrolia Oilers – 

championship finalists 
 1946-1947 – Windsor Staffords –

became first Black player to play 
at the Detroit Olympia 

 1950s – Chatham Golds – competed 
for many championships at the 
Detroit Olympia 

- 1950s – Chatham Golds – competed for many 

championships 

 

 1933 – Chatham 
Vocational School – 
WOSSAA champions 

 1947 – Branch 28 
Legion – Ontario 
champions 

 1949 – Branch 28 – 
Ontario finalists 

 

 

 1929 – KSSAA Junior Boys Champion 
 1934 – KSSAA Senior Boys Champion 
 1944 – Army Championship of Canada – 

pole vault – second place, 4x100 metre 
relay – first place, overall team 
champions 

 set a pole vault record while wearing 
boots 

 

 Softball ● competed from 1930 – 1955 

Basketball ● 1944 – Vimy Signals – District 
Champions 

Bowling ● 3 game total of 661 including 2 
singles of 231 and 277 

Darts ● 1962 – 1988 – consistently placing in 
the top three in many singles, doubles, and 
team ● finished second in Canada in his age 
division 

 

 1988 – Calgary Olympics - 
Olympic Gold Achievement 
Medal in honour of his 55 
years of athletic 
achievements (only 18 
Canadians were so 
honoured) 

 2003 – Chatham Sports Hall 
of Fame 

 



Assignment 
You are going to create a sports card for Boomer Harding. You will decide which 
sport will be represented. Your card must include the following: 

On the front of the card: 

- his name 
- a neat picture (drawn and coloured) 

 

 

On the back of the card: 

- his year of his birth 
- his year of his death 
- his hometown 
- the name of a team for which he played 
- 5 interesting facts about him (in your own words) 
- you will present your card to the class and you must explain why 

you chose those five facts 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Draw and colour 

a picture 

 

Name 

 year of 
birth 

 year of 
death 

 hometown 
 team name 
 5 interesting 

facts 

 Jackie Robinson 



Wilfred “Boomer” Harding (1915- 1992) 

Sports Card Graphic Organizer 

Name: __________________________ 

Name  
Year of his birth  
Year of his death  

Hometown  
Team name  

5 interesting facts  
 
 
 
 
 

Why did you select those five 
facts? 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Boomer Harding 

L W A N K L E H D W O O J D W 

N I W B B B L T P Z E S Z S S 

H D N Y O U V R E N N I W O S 

D E V L O N D A D P I L C F E 

B J N F M L T C Z H M A K T C 

B A S K E T B A L L N O Z B C 

Y Y S C R S R S R A Z N C A U 

L E X E P B G F D I E X W L S 

Q E K O B N R I C F O Z V L R 

I D R C I A A E T E L H T A E 

Q T A L O N L C H A T H A M C 

S R W R D H S L T R A C K Z C 

G O S H T O Y T C L L Y T G O 

B B E A Y S A R V Y Y D M Q S 

Y L F W H F P A E W V X A B S 

 

ATHLETE BASEBALL BASKETBALL 
BOOMER BOWLING CANADIAN 

CHATHAM COMPETE DARTS 
EXCEL HOCKEY ONTARIO 
SOCCER SOFTBALL SPORTS 
SUCCESS TRACK WINNER 

 



Analysing Photographs 
       Name ________________________ 

 

 

1. Who do you see in the 

photo? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What is going on in the 

photo? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What objects do you see in 

the photo? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Are there any captions? If 

so, what do they say? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What time of year is it? How 

do you know? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



6. What time of the day is it? 

How do you know? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What do you think happened 

before the photo was taken? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. What do you think happened 

after the photo was taken? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Where was the photo taken? 

How do you know? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. What will you remember 

about the photo? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

11. What questions do you still 

have about the photo? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



Grade 4 Answer Key 

A. 

1. f 

2. i 

3. e 

4. b 

5. g 

6. d 

7. h 

8. j 

9. c 

10. a 

B. 
1. several  
2. excelled 
3. insults 
4. skill 
5. compete 
6. success 
7. dash 
8. officiate 
9. inductee 
10. shrug off 
 
C.  
1. Boomer Knew How to Win 
2. Wednesday, September 10, 2003 
3. The Chatham Daily News 
 
D. 
5. a 
6. b 
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