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Grade 2 Lesson Plan

Subject/Course: Social Studies/Language Arts

Grade Level: 2

Topic: Heritage and Identity: Changing Family and Community Traditions

Estimated time: 3-4 x35 minute periods

Curriculum Expectations

Social Studies

A 1.2 Students will compare their family’s structure and some of their traditions and celebrations with those of
their peers’ families.

A 2.2 Students will gather and organize information on some of the past and present traditions and celebrations
within their family and the community to which they belong, using primary and/or secondary sources that they
have gathered themselves or that have been provided to them.

A 3.2 Students will identify some different groups in their community and describe some of the ways in which they
contribute to diversity in Canada.

A 3.4 Students will describe some significant traditions and celebrations of their families, their peers, and their
own communities, as well as some other communities in Canada.

Language Arts
Oral Communication

1.1 Students will identify purposes for listening in a variety of situations, formal and informal, and set personal
goals for listening, initially with support and direction.

2.1 Students will identify a variety of purposes for speaking.

2.3 Students will communicate ideas, opinions, and information orally in a clear, coherent manner using simple
but appropriate organizational patterns.

2.4 Students will choose a variety of appropriate words and phrases to communicate their meaning accurately and
engage the interest of the audience.

2.7 Students will use a few different visual aids to support or enhance oral presentations.

Reading

1.1 Students will read some different literary texts and informational texts.

1.4 Students will demonstrate understanding of a text by retelling the story or restating information from the text,
with the inclusion of a few interesting details.

1.6 Students will extend understanding of texts by connecting the ideas in them to their own knowledge and
experience, to other familiar texts, and to the world around them.

Writing

1.1 Students will identify the topic, purpose, audience, and form for writing.

1.2 Students will generate ideas about a potential topic, using a variety of strategies and resources.

1.3 Students will gather information to support ideas for writing in a variety of ways and/or from a variety of
sources.

1.4 Students will sort ideas and information for their writing in a variety of ways, with support and direction.




What will students be able to do?

Students will:

O use a few reading comprehension strategies before, during, and after reading to understand texts

O demonstrate an understanding of the story

O follow instructions to complete a project

0O compare a family tradition/celebration with a classmate’s family tradition

O collaborate with a classmate to invent a holiday in honour of the Chatham Coloured All-Stars

O write complete sentences with appropriate punctuation

O communicate their ideas and information orally in a clear, coherent manner, using appropriate pace, tone, and
volume

O make eye contact while delivering an oral presentation

O use vocabulary related to the topic of study

O leave spaces between words when writing

o spell familiar words correctly

O use a variety of strategies to spell unfamiliar words

How will students be evaluated?

Rubrics will be used to evaluate writing and oral communication. Students will give an oral presentation about
their holiday, discussing all required elements. They will show the drawing on their calendar and describe it.
Students are encouraged to not read their sentences from their paper.

Materials/Resources

- articles about the Blue Jays’ event
- images of the team

- coloured pencils, markers, crayons
- worksheets

Prior Knowledge/Building Background

Students need to know:
- how to write a complete sentence
- how to demonstrate appropriate listening behaviour when someone is speaking
- the importance of celebrations and traditions

It is beneficial for students to know that in the early 1800s, five Black families settled along McGregor’s Creek in
the tiny town of Chatham, then known as “the Forks”. The village soon became a haven for runaway slaves who
were escaping slavery and oppression in the United States. By 1850, a third of Chatham’s population was Black.

Once here, Blacks in Chatham thrived in business, education, medicine, sport, and literary and cultural arts. News
of their success attracted Blacks to the area from across North America.

The history of Blacks in early Chatham is not only of local significance; the years of Black contribution and
participation in Southwestern Ontario left a fundamental impression on the national landscape.




Please visit https://ckbhs.org/ for further information on Black history in Chatham.

It is important to note that the terms “coloured” and “negro” are no longer acceptable terms. “Black” and “African
Canadian” are used to refer to Canadians of African descent.

Vocabulary

challenges
unfair
celebration
tradition
symbol
barriers
success
similarities
differences

Teaching Strategies

GETTING STARTED

Before introducing the holiday project, ask students to think of a challenge they overcame and praise each one as
they share their stories. While discussing their personal challenges, ask them why they never gave up and how
they felt about themselves when they overcame their challenge.

Inform the students that they are going to learn about a baseball team from Chatham, Ontario, who overcame
some challenges. Ask them if they like baseball and if so, which teams are their favourites. Encourage students to
predict some of the challenges the baseball team may have experienced. Show the students the article entitled
“Star Treatment.” Ask questions about what they see and what they think the article is about.

Distribute the story “All About the Chatham Coloured All-Stars” to students.
Before Reading

What do you think this story will be about? Why?

What do you know about the images on the page?

Does anything on the page remind you of anyone you know or anything you’ve done?
What questions would you like to ask the team?

After looking at the page, what do you wonder?

During Reading

Have you ever been treated unfairly?

What did that feel like?

What comes to mind so far?

Can you tell me what we’ve read so far, in your own words?
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After Reading

What was the main message of the story?

Why do you think the Toronto Blue Jays celebrated the All-Stars?
What questions would you like to ask the Chatham Coloured All-Stars?
What’s the most important thing to remember about them?

Can you retell the story in your own words?

WORKING ON IT

Discuss holidays and traditions. Ask students to share some of the holidays they celebrate and some of the
traditions. Then, students will complete the sheet “My Family Celebrates.” Upon completion, they will share their
responses with a classmate. They are encouraged to discuss similarities and differences.

CULMINATING ACTIVITY

Review the instructions for the holiday project. Like the Toronto Blue Jays, students will honour the Chatham
Coloured All-Stars. To do this, they will create a holiday. Once they understand all of the requirements, they will
discuss ideas with a partner and complete the graphic organizer. They are encouraged to write complete
sentences and to offer explanations for their choices (e.g. “People will eat hot dogs and peanuts on this day
because those foods are sold at baseball parks”). Once they have received feedback on the graphic organizer, they
will fill out the chart with complete sentences (e.g. “The name of our holiday is All-Star Day. It is celebrated on July
6" because...”). On the calendar page, student will draw and colour images that reflect their holiday. They will also
write the month, the days, and the dates on their calendar.

They must include the following:

- aname for the holiday

- asymbol

- thedate

- the significance of the holiday
- special clothing

- food

- traditions

- colours

- abonus category

CONCLUDING ACTIVITY

Students will present their calendars and holiday to the class.
EXTENSION
Students will glue their calendar pages on to construction paper and make a class bulletin board.

Students will write a story about the Chatham Coloured All-Stars.
Students will re-enact the story they learned about the Chatham Coloured All-Stars.




All About the Chatham Coloured All-Stars

In the early I[930s, in The small town of Chatham, Ontario,
a group of men got together and formed a baseball
team. They were called The Chatham Coloured All-Stars.

Although They became popular and well-liked by many,
sometimes they were treated unfairly. For example, they
were not dllowed To eat at certain restaurants or sleep
at certain motels because of the colour of their skin. One
time, a Team didn't want To play against Them when they
readlized that the players were black.

However, The team did not give up on their dream. In 934,
they won the Ontario championship. They were the first
dll-black feam to do this.

In 2002, the Toronto Blue Jays honoured the Chatham
Coloured All-Stars with a special day. The Blue Jays wore
replica All-Stars’ uniforms. They shared the history of
the Team and They celebrated Their successes.

The Chatham Coloured All-Stars taught us what it means
o never give up, even during challenging times. They are

courageous Canadians. I * I




The Chatham Coloured All-Stc
create a Holiday project

With a partner, create a holiday in honour of the
Chatham Coloured All-Star baseball Team. You must
answer all of the questions.

What is The name of The holiday?
Why is this an important holiday?
When is it celebrated?
What colours are associated with the holiday?
What is the symbol For this holiday? ,fz ?
Name one special Tradition.

What special clothing is worn?
What special foods are eaten?

* Add in your own question and answer. Be creativel

Step | Read the story.
Step 2. Read the instructions.
Step 3. Fill out the sheet “My Family Celebrates” about a special

holiday that your family celebrates.
Step 4. Complete the brainstorming sheet. Be creative and uniquel
Step 5. Bring the brainstorming sheet to your teacher.
Step 6. Fill out the chart with your corrected responses.

Each partner must fill out their
own chart.
Step 7. Draw and colour images representing your holiday
on the cadlendar page.
Step &. Fill in the month, days of the week, and dates on your

cdlendar. Don't Forget to include your special day!
Step 9 Present your chart and calendar to the class.



MY Family ceiebrares
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The Chathdam Coloured Al-Stc

createé a Holiday project
Brdinstorming Shest

Ndame

Why is This an
important holiday?

(- )

Name of the holiday A special tradition

Special clothing

Your idea goes e O




The Chathdam Coloured Al-Stc

HOliday Project

Name

Name

Why?

Food(s)

Symbol(s)

Clothing

A special
tradition

Date

Colour(s)







HOliday RUbricC

writing

Name

Developing

Almost
there

Good

Excelent

I leave spaces between
my words and my
prinfing is neaf.

2

I spel famiiar words
correctly.

I have ways fo help me
spell unfamiiar words.

I begn my senfences
with a capifd lefter.

I end my senfence with
correct puncfuation.

I write complefe
senftences that mcke
sense.

N NN NN

W W W w w

{ Feedback

Speaking

Developing

Excelent

I include all elements.

I use pictures to help
describe my holiday.

T lock af my classmatfes
and my feacher.

T use vocabulary words
related fo holdays and
the basebal team.

I | .

I speak clearly and at
the correct volume and
pace.

Feedback
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