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Grade 11 Lesson Plan 

Course: Origins and Citizenship: The History of a Canadian Ethnic Group, Grade 11 

Level: Open 

Time: 1-2 75 minute classes 

 

Curriculum Expectations 

Students will: 

D2.2 analyse challenges that institutionalized racism and prejudice in Canada have presented to some 

ethnic groups, with a particular focus, where applicable, on the selected ethnic group (e.g., with 

reference to segregation, discrimination in jobs and/or housing, antisemitism, assimilation, stereotypes, 

streaming students, racial profiling, internment) 

D3.1 describe the contributions from various ethnic groups, including the specific ethnic group under 

study, to their own communities and to the development of culture and identity in Canada (e.g., with 

reference to literature, art, film, television, politics, the media, education, science and technology, sports, 

business) 

 

Description 

Students will analyse primary and secondary source documents about the 1934 Chatham Coloured All-

Stars. They will read three articles and view one photograph. Upon completion, they will complete the 

analysis worksheets.   

Students can access more documents at the Chatham Coloured All-Stars’ online exhibit at: 

http://cdigs.uwindsor.ca/BreakingColourBarrier/ 

 

Prerequisite Skills 

 the difference between primary and secondary sources 

 definitions of racism, prejudice, segregation, discrimination 

 

Please note: 

It is beneficial for students to know that in the early 1800s, five Black families settled along McGregor’s 

Creek in the tiny town of Chatham, then known as “the Forks”. The village soon became a haven for 

runaway slaves who were escaping slavery and oppression in the United States. By 1850, a third of 

Chatham’s population was Black. 

Once here, Blacks in Chatham thrived in business, education, medicine, sport, and literary and cultural 
arts. News of their success attracted Blacks to the area from across North America. 

http://cdigs.uwindsor.ca/BreakingColourBarrier/


The history of Blacks in early Chatham is not only of local significance; the years of Black contribution 
and participation in Southwestern Ontario left a fundamental impression on the national landscape. 

Please visit https://ckbhs.org/ for further information on Black history in Chatham.  

It is important to note that the terms “coloured” and “negro” are no longer acceptable terms. “Black” 

and “African Canadian” are used to refer to Canadians of African descent. 

 

Materials/Resources  

 assignment outline 

 photograph of the 1934 Chatham Coloured All Stars 

 Boomer Harding, One Great Guy interview/article 

 All Stars article 

 If Battered Glove Could Only Talk article 

  ‘Analysing Primary and Secondary Source Documents’ worksheets 

 

Evaluation 

Worksheets can be assessed for understanding. 

 

Getting Started 

Introduce students to the 1934 Chatham Coloured All-Stars. Inform them that they are going to learn 

about their experiences, challenges, and ground-breaking success. To do this, they will analyse three 

documents and one photograph. 

 

Working on It 

Students will analyse the photo and three articles. Then, they will complete the worksheets that follow.  

 

Extension Activities 

Students can rewrite one of the articles as though it was written today. 

Students can develop 10 interview questions to ask the Chatham Coloured All-Stars. Then, they will 

assume the role of the team and accurately respond to the questions.  

 

 

https://ckbhs.org/


Analysing Primary and Secondary Source Documents 
Origins and Citizenship: The History of a Canadian Ethnic Group 

 
Name ________________________________ 

The Chatham Coloured All-Stars began in 1933 with various exhibition games. In 1934, the All-
Stars entered the Ontario Baseball Association league. Despite the racial discrimination they faced, 
the All-Stars had a very successful season, becoming the first all-black team to win the OBA 
Championship.  

Analyse the four documents related to the Chatham Coloured All-Stars and answer the questions 

that follow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photograph of the 1934 Chatham Coloured All-Stars 

Analysing a Primary Source 

1. What are your first 

impressions? 

 

 

 

2. What type of photo is 

it? 

 

 

 

3. Who do you see?  

 

 

4. What objects do you 

see? 

 

 

 

5. What is going on?  

 

 

6. In one sentence, 

summarize the photo. 

 

 

 

7. Who do you think took 

this photo? Why? 

 

 

 

8. Why do you think this 

photo was taken? Use 

evidence to explain. 

 

 

 

9. When do you think it 

was taken? 

 

 

 

10. What did you find out 

from this photo that you 

did not know before? 

 

11. What questions do you 

have? 

 

 

 

12. Give this photograph 

a caption. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Boomer Harding One Great Guy 

Analysing a Primary Source Document 

Title  

 

 

Type  

 

 

Date  

 

 

Participants  

 

 

What was the main 

message? 

 

 

  

 

What historical facts did 

you learn? Write at least 

three. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does this document 

reveal about Black 

Canadian identity at the 

time? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is there any bias? 

Explain. 

 

 

 

 

Whose perspective or 

voice is missing? 

 

 

 

 

 

What questions do you 

still have? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



All-Stars Shine Again 

Analysing a Secondary Source Document 

Title  

 

 

Type  

 

 

Date  

 

 

Authors  

 

 

What was the main 

message? 

 

 

  

 

What historical facts did 

you learn? Write at least 

three. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How would this article be 

written differently today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is there any bias? 

Explain. 

 

 

 

 

Whose perspective or 

voice is missing? 

 

 

 

 

 

Who was the audience?  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



If Battered Glove Could Only Talk 

Analysing a Secondary Source Document 

Title  

 

 

Type  

 

 

Date  

 

 

Authors  

 

 

What was the main 

message? 

 

 

  

 

What historical facts did 

you learn? Write at least 

three. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does this document 

reveal about what life 

was like for Black 

Canadians in the 1930s? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does the author’s 

language support a 

certain perspective? 

Explain. 

 

 

 

 

Whose perspective or 

voice is missing? 

 

 

 

 

 

Write some opinions the 

authors have. 
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